
Saturday/Sunday, December 3/4, 2022 
The 2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s  
Lutheran Church 

1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska 
 
 

Office & Website: 
(402)371-1233     www.stpls.com 

http://www.stpls.com/


2 

We welcome you all to our worship service!  We are gathered for the 
purpose of worshiping our God who showed His love for all people by sending His 
Son to die for our sins on the cross of Calvary.  We’re also gathered to strengthen 
our faith through using His means of Grace, the Gospel in Word and Sacrament! 
 
There are LARGE PRINT copies of this bulletin on the counter in the narthex, 
please feel free to take one.  Bathroom facilities are available both upstairs 
(across from the west car-port entrance) and in the basement. 
 
If you have any questions about the school or the teachings of St. Paul’s, which is 
part of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, please don’t be afraid to 
contact Principal Aaron Markgraf about the school, or Pastor Paul Hirsch, whose 
numbers are listed on the back cover of this folder.   
 
We invite our guests to come again and worship with us again.  You are always 
welcome here in God’s house! 

 
 

Our Holy Communion Practice 
  

Dear visitors and guests: You may be relieved to know that we do not want to 
impose our practice of Holy Communion on you. In fact, God’s Word teaches that 
Communion is intended only for those who have been taught the Biblical truths 
and meaning of the Sacrament, and for those who have previously expressed 
their doctrinal unity (communion…common-union) with the congregation.  This is 
what is meant by the scriptural practice of “close communion.”  
  

It wasn’t too long ago that most Lutheran church bodies held to this practice, but 
now many have now abandoned it in the age of political correctness. We still 
appreciate it and retain it, and extend fellowship at the Lord’s Table to the 
communicant members of our Wisconsin Synod and also those of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (ELS), with whom we are presently in doctrinal fellowship. If, as 
our guest today, you have not had the opportunity to explore or express your 
fellowship with us, please observe our Communion service today, and speak with 
our pastor later if you have questions. We’d be happy to spend time over an open 
Bible and explain why we do what we do as we try to faithfully follow Scripture. 

 



3 

The Opening Hymn    Saturday:    #16    “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”     HOTW 
       Sunday:   K-4 School Kids sing “Light the Candle” 
 

P:  We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 

  
 

P:   Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

ALL: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is 
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 

 
 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 
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The Prayer of the Day    
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
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P:  Let us pray.    Dear Lord Jesus, invigorate our hearts as we prepare the way for 

Your only Son.  Give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path as we 
travel through the darkness and temptations of this earthly life ; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 

 
 
The First Lesson       Romans 15:4-13 
Paul describes the incredible peace that accompanies the Savior!  It is so incredible that 
even natural born enemies will live together in peace! 
 

4 Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have 

hope. 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude 

of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice 

you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 

God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 

truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing the praises of your 

name.” 
10 Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 
11 And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; let all the peoples extol him.” 
12 And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the nations; in 

him the Gentiles will hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Verse of the Day      
 

P:  Alleluia! A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD
[a]; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Alleluia.      (Isaiah 40:3) 
 

 
 
The Second Lesson      Matthew 3:1-12 
John the Baptist proclaims the great message of Advent: "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is near. . . . Prepare the way for the Lord!" 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and 

saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was 

spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for him.’” 
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his 

waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem 

and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were 

baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was 

baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones 

God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 

powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 
The Nicene Creed     
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424a
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of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn        #1     “The Advent of Our King” 
 

The Sermon Meditation      Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

YOUR ADVENT KING COMES 
 

I - From An Unlikely Source      II - Thoroughly Equipped 
III. - To Establish A Kingdom Of Peace. 

 

1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of 

the LORD—3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.  

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his 

ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give 

decisions for the poor of the earth.  

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay 

the wicked.  
5 Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.  
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and 

the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  
7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will 

eat straw like the ox.  
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the 

viper’s nest.  
9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  
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10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will 

rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 11 In that day the Lord will reach 

out his hand a second time to reclaim the surviving remnant of his people from 

Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from 

Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the Mediterranean. 
 

The Thank-Offering  
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 
located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too.  
Thanks for your generous gifts!  God blesses a cheerful giver! 
 

Malachi 3:10   Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 
food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will 
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 
that you will not have room enough for it. 
 

Offering Hymn     #623      “God the Father, Son, and Spirit” 
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Prayer & Lord’s Prayer     
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Sacrament       
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
 

  
 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 
 

  
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

  
 

P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You 
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 
repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your 
holy name and join their glorious song. 
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Jesus’ Words Instituting His Holy Supper 
 

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed… 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
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The Distribution 
 
Communion Blessing   
 
Song of Simeon   Nunc Dimittis 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

P:  O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
 

  
 
P:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one 
another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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The Blessing   
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

  
 
Closing Hymn       #17     “God’s Own Son Most Holy” 
 

 
 


 
 

Thanks Pastor Schliewe for leading  

our worship today!! 

 
 

 

 

Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Richard Schliewe 
       Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer  
 Radio Broadcasters:  John Schlomer 
 Video Tech:  Darol Dusseau 
 Elder:  Dave Nelson 
 Ushers:  Gary Johnson & Don Lau 
       Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Emma Hockabout (Sun.) 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Gary Tiedgen 
 Ushers:  Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers 
       Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Micah Brown (Sun.) 

 



13 

 

St Paul's General Fund, November 26 & 27, 2022 

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 
vs 

Offerings 

Last Week 
Received 

Weekly 
Need 

Difference 

$422,052.00  $171,052.00 $144,564.91 -$26,487.09 $6,044.00 $7,551.00 -$1,507.00 

 
 

 

Gathering Around the Gospel 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 92; Sun. 9:00 AM – 75;  Total = 167 

Sunday Bible Class –  21           Wednesday Bible Class –  

 

Announcements 
 
1) Christmas Song Night is this Thursday, December 8th! Our school kids will be 

performing a variety of Christmas songs and poems and would love to share them 
with you! There will be a 1:30 dress rehearsal performance with the main 
performance at 6:30. A bake sale will also be held afterward, where you can create 
your own plate of Christmas goodies for only $5/plate! 

 
2)  Norfolk Food Pantry      Once again St. Paul’s is scheduled to help out by manning 

the Food Pantry, Monday through Friday, January 16–31.  Pantry hours are 9:30-
11:30 AM, and its recommended that there be three volunteers each day.  There’s a 
sign-up sheet for volunteers at the Communication Center. 

 
3)  ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT         Registration forms and invitations are now 

available for the Sunday, Dec. 11 event being held at the Courtyard at the Midtown 
Event Center at 3:00. Please complete the registration form (found in the 
communication center) and place it in the box on the scrip table by Dec. 4th. Feel 
free to give an invitation (also found in the communication center) to a friend, family 
member, or co-worker and encourage them to join you. Please consider joining 
ladies from St Paul’s and the area churches as we share Bible readings and special 
music to focus on Jesus birth during the Christmas season. 

 
4)  St. Paul’s SCRIP          Are gift cards on your list of items to purchase for Christmas? 

Please consider using the scrip program to order them this year. You may be able to 
get them all through the SCRIP program, plus school gets a percentage of the sales. 
Cards ordered usually arrive in a week or two. We keep a variety of local stores on 



14 

hand, but there are many other options to order. Here are a few: Barnes and Noble, 
Bass Pro Shop, Buckle, Build-a-Bear, Cabela’s, Chipotle, Fleet Farm, Old Navy, 
Panera, Scheels, and TopGolf.  Stop by the SCRIP table for more info and the 
complete list.   

 
5)  CHRISTMAS CARDS     A few people have asked about Christmas cards from 

Hymns In My Heart.  These are the Christian cards based on hymns that a WELS gal 
in WI has created and offers for sale.  We don’t have any here at church, but go to - 
hymnsinmyheart.com – if you’re interested in options and ordering. 

 
6)  Pioneer Basketball season has begun! The game schedule is posted on the bulletin 

board by the communication center. 
 
7)  Senior Citizen Open House     Thursday, December 8, 2022, the Senior Citizen 

Center will be hosting an appreciation event for the Meals on Wheels volunteers who 
participated in delivering meals this past year.  This will take place at the Senior 
Citizen's Center between 10:30-1:00.  A lunch of pulled pork sandwiches will be 
served. Various gifts will be drawn from local supporters. All volunteers from St. 
Paul's are invited and encouraged to attend.  If there are questions about the event, 
please call Kathy Janovec (402-649-8944) or feel free to call Norfolk Senior Citizen 
Center (402-371-8299). 

 

 

Growth and Oartnership in Indonesia 
 
In July 2022, WELS Friendly Counselor Rev. Gregory Bey made his first visit to 

Indonesia since the pandemic began. Bey attended the convention of WELS’ sister 

synod in Indonesia, Gereja Lutheran Indonesia (GLI). GLI currently has about 1,650 

members in 29 congregations served by 30 pastors and 5 vicars. 

 

The GLI convention was held on the new seminary campus on the island of Java. 

Construction of this seminary, called Sekolah Tinggi Teologi Lutheran (STTL), was 

completed in 2021. Seminary classes are taught by Indonesian pastors with support 

from Bey. The seminary currently has 27 students, many of whom are graduates of a 

Lutheran high school that was established in July 2018. 

 

“Walking through the new campus evoked emotions of exhilaration and excitement 

coupled with thankfulness to God for this beautiful blessing,” says Bey. “But it was 

interacting with the students, staff, and faculty that brought to mind these words of St. 
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Paul: ‘Entrust the things you heard from me, in the presence of many witnesses, to 

faithful men who will also be able to teach others’ ” (2 Timothy 2:2 Evangelical 

Heritage Version). 

 

Bey concludes: “God-willing, STTL will produce a steady stream of qualified 

national pastors for many years to come.” 

 

GLI continues to grow in number and maturity. In 2015, a plan was set in motion to 

transition a significant amount of financial support from WELS to GLI. Pastor 

salaries for men in established congregations will, prayerfully, be fully supported by 

local members by 2025. In some cases, GLI pastors may need to serve as “tent 

ministers” who support themselves with secular jobs. WELS would continue to 

provide funding for seminary professors and possibly the synod chairman. Savings 

could then be used to support building projects for existing churches as well as 

exploratory work in new regions. This is a huge step toward self-sufficiency and 

independence as a stand-alone church body. 

 

WELS’ Asia One Team is in the process of calling for a full-time friendly counselor 

to support and advise the work in Indonesia. Bey has been filling the role on a 

quarter-time basis since he retired from full-time work in 2019. 

 

Learn more at wels.net/indonesia. 

 

 

https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/asia/indonesia/
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 
Sunday, 12/4 = Worship Service with Holy Communion, 9:00 AM  

Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
EPIC Event, 3:00-6:00 PM  

 
Monday, 12/5 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM 
         
Tuesday, 12/6 = Boards Meeting, 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, 12/7 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

     Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
     NOON  School Dismissal 
     Choir (balcony), 7:00 PM 

          
Thursday, 12/8 = Christmas Song Night, 6:30 PM 

NO Donnerstag tonight!! 
 
Saturday, 12/10 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM       Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer   
 
Sunday, 12/11 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM  

Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
Area Advent by Candlelight, 3:00 PM (at Midtown Event Center) 

 
    

Church Cleaning Teams: 
Dec. 4 – Team 5:  Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger,  

Rick & Diane Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman 
Dec. 11 & Dec. 18 – Team 6:  Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg, Daniel & 

Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter 

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233   WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com   
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