
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Monday, November 28, 2022 

Parent Connection: If you would like to join a group of parents that plans events and helps with various 
things during the school year, our next meeting is this Tuesday evening at 6:00! Everyone is welcome. 
 
Bright Horizons: Like we did last year, each of our classes has “adopted” a family through Bright Horizons. 
Each of our teachers has a list of gift ideas to donate to your class’s family. Look for more information from 
your child’s teacher! Gifts need to be turned in unwrapped by Wednesday, December 14th. 
 
School Apparel: The school apparel store is open again! Highly unlikely that we’ll be able to get a delivery 
before Christmas, but you can stock up for basketball season! You can access the store from our website: 
stpls.com. The store will close again on Wednesday, December 7th. 
 
Donations: Our ministry is sponsoring a Toys for Tots drive and a food drive. If you’d like to donate to either 
of those, please bring your donations to the school office. 
 
Photos: If you have any photos from the soccer tournament, the volleyball tournament, or other school-
related events from this school year, please send them to Mr. Markgraf! Text and email are both fine. That 
invitation stands throughout the school year. We love to add as many photos as we can to our online album. 
 
Christmas Events: Looking forward a bit… 

- Grandparents Day & Christmas Song Night: These will be on the same day. Grandparents will be 
invited sometime in the afternoon to visit classrooms and enjoy a treat. They will also be invited to 
our “dress rehearsal” performance of Christmas Song Night. Christmas Song Night will be at 6:30 
that evening. 

- Raisin’ Canes Fundraiser: More info to come on this in the next few weeks. Essentially, we get 15% 
of their profits for anyone that says they’re with St. Paul’s on Tuesday, December 13th from 4:00-
8:00. There will be some incentives/prizes/etc. 

- Christmas Program: Different than any other year in the past! There will be an afternoon service at 
2:00 in the afternoon and an evening service at 6:30. We will have a half day of school the 
following day before Christmas break. 



 
Upcoming Events:  

- Thursday, Dec. 8th – Grandparents Day & Christmas Song Night 
- Tuesday, Dec. 13th – Raisin’ Cane’s Fundraiser 
- Wednesday, Dec. 21st – Children’s Christmas Program 
- Thursday, Dec. 22nd – Last day of school before Christmas break 

How Do You Say “Thank You?” 
Read Luke 19:1-10 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

“So, what do you say?” Millie had just received a piece of candy from the friendly man behind the counter. 
She was so surprised to receive the sweet treat that she forgot to thank the kind man at the store. Once she 
heard Mom’s reminder, she blurted out, “Thank you!” 

Do you ever forget to say thank you? We all have. Sometimes we don’t pay attention. Sometimes we simply 
forget, but every day God gives us lots of reasons to say thank you. Thank you for smiling at me. Thank you 
for preparing a tasty meal. Thank you for helping me with my homework. Thank you for keeping me safe. 
Thank you for teaching me about math, when I struggle with it. Thank you for telling me about Jesus. Thank 
you for giving me a hug. 

So how do you say, “Thank you”? Sometimes, just saying “Thank you” is enough. But other times, we say 
thank you with our actions. Maybe you write a thank you note. Maybe you give a gift. Maybe you help the 
person who helped you. Maybe you pay it forward. That means you show kindness because someone showed 
you kindness. In fact, Christians have paid it forward for centuries. Why? We’ve been shown the greatest 
kindness of all! 

 

http://www.stpls.com/school-home


 
God’s Word today tells us about a man named Zacchaeus. He was known for being cruel rather than kind. He 
was a dishonest tax collector and made people’s lives miserable. Nobody liked him. Everyone avoided him, 
except… Jesus. As Jesus was traveling through his city, Zacchaeus had trouble seeing over the crowd, so he 
climbed a tree. There Jesus found him. Imagine that! Jesus—God himself and the Savior of all on his way to 
the cross for our sins—looked up and found Zacchaeus. Jesus cared deeply for that lost, sinful man. 
Zacchaeus wanted to say thank you for God’s undeserved love with actions. So he paid back everyone he 
cheated and gave more to help the poor. 

Jesus loves you just as much as he loved Zacchaeus. He knows what’s going on in your life. Yes, he knows 
when you are cruel and dishonest, but he cares deeply about you. He came to save you. He sacrificed himself 
for you, so you could be his holy child forever. So how will you say thank you? With words? With action? How 
about with an entire life devoted to giving thanks to God for his gracious love to you? May God grant it! 

Closing Prayer: 

Lord Jesus, you are the Savior of sinners. Thank you for saving me too. Let my entire life be filled with 
thanksgiving for your amazing grace. Amen. 
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Mr. Brown 

7-8 Religion: Before Thanksgiving break, we looked at what the book of Psalms is all about. Now, we’re 
starting to dive into individual psalms and look at the purpose and meaning of each one. 
 
7-8 Science: Our focus for the next few weeks will be on the debate between creation and evolution. Our 
objective for this unit is to be able to defend our faith in the creator God in the face of evolution. 
 
3-8 P.E.: Still handball! 
 
Apologies for the change of plans regarding the hay bales a couple weeks ago, but it was definitely the right 
decision that day..! We may still get a nice day yet to get out there… Watch for a text from me! 
 
God bless your week! 
 
Mr. Aaron Markgraf 
amarkgraf@stpls.com 
(920)248-2223 
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