Saturday & Sunday, September 3 & 4, 2022
The 13th Sunday after Pentecost

St. Paul’s
Lutheran
Church
1100 Georgia Ave.
Norfolk, Nebraska
Office & Website:
(402)371-1233
www.stpls.com

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel:
Saturday:
Sunday:
Monday:
Wednesday:

6:30 PM Worship Service
9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class
6:30 PM Sisters In Faith fellowship & study
10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement)

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.
These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube.

IT’S

GREAT TO JOIN WITH YOU AS WE WORSHIP OUR

LORD!

In our service we’ll be doing three things: praising God for all His blessings through
our words and songs, confessing our sins and being reminded of His forgiveness and
grace, and then also using His Gospel to grow and be strengthened in faith.
We have a two-fold purpose here at St. Paul’s, to strengthen faith of Christians who
already belong to this congregation through Word and sacraments, and also to reach
out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those around us who may not know what Jesus
has accomplished for all mankind - forgiveness of their sins through faith!
Holy Communion will be celebrated in our service today for the blessings of forgiveness
of sins and strengthening of faith, which we receive in Jesus’ true body and blood
miraculously joined to the bread and wine.
In order to preserve our spiritual unity (1 Corinthians 10:17) and protect against
anyone’s spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), our congregation and synod follow
the historic Christian practice of Close Communion. Confirmed members of St. Paul’s
and those in fellowship with our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod are invited to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper with us. Visitors are asked to speak with Pastor Hirsch
before the service if you wish to commune. May the Lord bless our worship!
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Based on “Service of Word & Sacrament”
Opening Hymn

#250

(CW p. 26)

“From All that Dwell below the Skies”

The Order of Worship
P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.
ALL: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I
have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+)
and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: We trust and take comfort in the peace of this forgiveness. Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE -- LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our
prayer, O Christ.
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P: For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in
Your tender care:

P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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The Prayer of the Day

Spoken by Pastor Schliewe.

Almighty and merciful God, it is only by Your gift of grace that we’re able to praise Your
holy name this evening/morning, and serve You and Your church in our lives. Bless
our worship so that it pleases You, and fulfill the promises You have made us for this
life and the life to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The First Scripture
Hebrews 12:1-13
Learn and grow from the faithful examples who have gone before us. Of course Jesus
himself is the foremost example, but also our Christian family and friends.
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured
such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
5

4

In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. 5 And have you completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses
you as a father addresses his son? It says,
“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he
rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens
everyone he accepts as his son.”
7
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what
children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone
undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at
all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected
them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good,
in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time,
but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for
those who have been trained by it.
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Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 13 “Make level paths for
your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.
The Psalm

Psalm 73

Let’s sing our Psalm together.

I am always with you, O LORD;*
you hold me by my right hand.
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You guide me with your counsel,*
and afterward you will take me into glory.
Whom have I in heaven but you?*
And earth has nothing I desire besides you.
My flesh and my heart may fail,*
but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
REFRAIN
The Second Scripture Lesson
Luke 12:49-53
Defending the truth about Christ and Scripture will cause divisions. At times, defending
that Truth may be painful, yet this great Truth must be maintained and proclaimed at all
costs.

“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! 50 But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is
completed! 51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but
division. 52 From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other,
three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law
against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
49

Hymn

#537

The Sermon

“Onward, Christian Soldiers”
Jeremiah 23:23-29

THERE IS NO COMPARISON!
1) The Words of False Prophets are Lies.
2) The Word of the Lord Is Truth.

“Am I only a God nearby,” declares the LORD, “and not a God far away? 24 Who
can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” declares the LORD. “Do not I fill
heaven and earth?” declares the LORD.
23
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“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I
had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying
prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27 They think the dreams they
tell one another will make my people forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my
name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but
let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?”
declares the LORD. 29 “Is not my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a
hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
25

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Our Thank-Offering
If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate
located in the back of church. Scanning this QR code works too!

Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
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Offering Prayer and Hymn

Spoken together!

Lord Jesus Christ, You were rich as the almighty Son of God, yet for our sakes, You
became poor, so that through Your humble incarnation and sacrifice we might become
rich through the forgiveness of our sins. Accept this offering as one of the ways we say
“thank-You” for all You have done for us. Amen.
#485, vss 1&2

“We Give Thee But Thine Own” HOTW

We give thee but thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from thee.
May we thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as thou blessest us, To thee our firstfruits give.
Prayers
The Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are His
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ. To Him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory
for ever and ever.
9

Words of Institution
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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The Distribution
For the distribution, please follow the direction of the ushers to file forward single
file. If you’re sitting together as a family unit or couple in the pew, come forward in
that single file, but feel free to join together as that same family unit or couple to
receive the bread and then the wine together.
Response to the Sacrament

“Thank the Lord”
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Closing Prayer

Spoken together

Lord God, through Your mercy, I have another day of grace, and I’m also blessed to
be with my Christian brothers and sisters here in Your house, to be strengthened in my
faith, and to give You my thanks and praise. Use the Gospel, which I have heard in
Your Word and received in Your holy supper, to grow in me and to produce selfless
service for You and the people around me. Strengthen me so that I serve You with all I
say and do this week. In Jesus’ name I pray.

The Blessing
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

Closing Hymn

#356

“You Are the Way; through You Alone”
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Richard Schliewe
Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman
Radio Broadcasters: Glynn Grebe
Video Tech: Darol Dusseau
Elder: Gary Bretschneider
Ushers: Gary Johnson & Don Lau
Power Point: Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Hallie Spreeman (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: John Kouba
Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers
Power Point: Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Emma Hockabout (Sun.)

Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 55; Sun. 9:00 AM – 101; Total = 156
Sunday Bible Class – 21
Wednesday Bible Class – 14

St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord - General Fund, August 27 & 28, 2022
Yearly Need

YTD Need

YTD
Offerings

YTD Need
vs Offerings

Last Week
Received

Weekly
Need

Difference

$422,052.00

$71,124.17

$58,818.25

-$12,305.92

$5,799.06

$6,963.87

-$1,164.81

Announcements
1) For the next few Thursdays (6:30-7:30 PM) pictures and stories will be shared in the
church basement from Pastor Hirsch’s trip to the Holy Land back in 2009. Any
and all are invited to attend this “show” which offers practical insight to some Bible
stories and current events from the land in which our Savior lived and served.
2) The month of August is the beginning of our building campaign’s three-year
pledge payment period. Whether you’re gifting monthly, quarterly or annually,
please write your check made out to “St. Paul’s Church”…attention “building fund.” If
you want, put your pledge in your own envelope labeled for the “building fund” and
place it in the “Campaign Pledge” box at the Communication Center. Extra empty
campaign envelopes are also available at the Communication Center if you’d like.
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3) The 9th Annual Norfolk Area WELS Golf Classic is Sunday, September 25 at
Fairplay Golf Course in Norfolk, with a shot-gun start at 1:00 PM. We’re looking for
hole sponsorships of any amount, prize donations for golfers, and teams of golfers.
Questions or donations can be brought to your pastor, principal, or Joanna Smith
- jsmith@trinityinhoskins.com or 507-272-3841.
4) Help at School Still Needed! School started up this past Wednesday and we could
still use some hot lunch volunteers. We need at least 3 for each day of the week.
There are sign-ups in the communication center if you're willing. Speak with Aaron
Markgraf if you have any questions!
5) PUBLIC-SCHOOL CONFIRMATION (7th & 8th Graders) will be starting up on
Wednesday, September 7, the Wednesday after Labor Day. We have been starting
at 2:15 PM since they have had early release on Wednesdays. Contact Pastor
Hirsch if any questions.
6) Thoughts and plans are being made to reboot our Sunday School efforts. The idea
right now is to try a different format by offering a different, shorter format on the 3 rd
Sunday of the month to coincide with the Fellowship Sunday after church. The
thinking is for the kids to leave church a bit early, get an earlier start on whatever
they’re doing, have parents hang around visiting at church ‘til 10:30ish. Sarah
Nelson is leading this charge right now, but we could use extra volunteer helpers for
crafts etc. Again, this is just once a month for now, hopefully morphing into
something more as time goes by. If you’re interested in more info or have questions,
please talk to Sarah (402.992.5251).
7) The Fall LWMS Rally is Saturday, September 24 at Good Shepherd in Omaha.
Registration starts at 8:30 AM. We will conclude with lunch around 12:30 PM. Dan
Laitinen will be our guest speaker. He will be presenting on the TELL Network
(Think, Evaluate, Learn, and Lead). It is a digital outreach effort to bring the gospel to
English speakers around the world. The TELL Network has 1.2 million followers and
likes on its main Facebook page and there are 7,000 active users worldwide working
on self-led Bible lessons on the TELL app and website.
8) Pack Away Hunger - We have reserved 3 tables for Saturday, October 1st at 12 pm.
Between those who have signed up and EPIC, we should have a good group going.
If you are not able to attend, they are asking for donations to help cover the cost of
shipping. There is a donation box by the Communication Center, or you can contact
Lisa Lindemann at 920-663-1892.
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9) St. Paul’s is going to have an entry in the Lion’s Club Parade this year (September
24). Might you contribute toward the effort by donating some candy to be handed out
in the parade? Leave it on the church library table, or drop it off with Miss
Lindemann at school.
10) Adult Choir season has started up again! Ever thought of joining our choir? This
is the year to begin! Have you been with us in the past? You're welcome back! We
sing a mix of contemporary and traditional music about once a month and a bit more
often around Christmas and Lent. Can't make it to all practices or singing dates? No
problem! We are happy to take people seasonally. Practices are held Wednesday
evenings in the church balcony at 7:00 PM. The only experience needed is that you
can sing a tune and have Jesus in your heart! Come and give it a try! Any
questions? Please contact Mr. Brown. Psalm 95:1 Oh come, let us sing to the
Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
11) Pioneer Night is happening as we speak (Saturday, 9/3). Come on over to the east
side of school for some supper, something cold to drink and some fellowship!
12) Box Tops for Education: Our school recently received a check for nearly $80 from
this program. There are a number of products that qualify such as General Mills
cereals, Nature Valley granola bars, Betty Crocker fruit snacks, Old El Paso shells
and dinner kits, Annie's cookies/cereals/snacks, Kleenex, etc. There is no more
clipping of labels on products; it is now an app where you scan in your receipt and
the money goes directly to an account for our school. Thank you for participating!
14) Pastor Hirsch has recently received a call to serve as pastor at Faith Lutheran
Church in River Falls, WI. Faith has about 180 souls and a pre-school. River Falls
is located about 30 miles east of the Twin Cities. Please feel free to share all your
honest thoughts with him. Your prayers would also be appreciated.
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 9/4 = Worship Service with Holy Communion, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Monday, 9/5 = Labor Day!
Tuesday, 9/6 = Elders, Trustees, & Board of Christian Education Meetings, 6:00 PM
Wednesday, 9/7 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
NOON School Dismissal
Public School Confirmation Class, 2:15 PM
Thursday, 9/8 = Pastor Hirsch’s Israel Pix, 6:30 PM
Saturday, 9/10 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM

Organist: Mrs. Karen Pufahl

Sunday, 9/11 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM

Church Cleaning Teams:
Sept. 4 & Sept. 11 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger,
Rick & Diane Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman)
Sept. 18 & Sept. 25 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg,
Daniel & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter)

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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