Saturday/Sunday, May 14/15, 2022
The 5th Sunday of Easter

St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church
1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska
Office & Website:
(402)371-1233 www.stpls.com

We welcome you all to our worship service! We are gathered for the

purpose of worshiping our God who showed His love for all people by sending His
Son to die for our sins on the cross of Calvary. We’re also gathered to strengthen
our faith through using His means of Grace, the Gospel in Word and Sacrament!
There are LARGE PRINT copies of this bulletin on the counter in the narthex,
please feel free to take one. Bathroom facilities are available both upstairs
(across from the west car-port entrance) and in the basement.
If you have any questions about the school or the teachings of St. Paul’s, which is
part of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, please don’t be afraid to
contact Principal Aaron Markgraf about the school, or Pastor Paul Hirsch, whose
numbers are listed on the back cover of this folder.
We invite our guests to come again and worship with us again. You are always
welcome here in God’s house!

Our Holy Communion Practice
Dear visitors and guests: You may be relieved to know that we do not want to
impose our practice of Holy Communion on you. In fact, God’s Word teaches that
Communion is intended only for those who have been taught the Biblical truths
and meaning of the Sacrament, and for those who have previously expressed
their doctrinal unity (communion…common-union) with the congregation. This is
what is meant by the scriptural practice of “close communion.”
It wasn’t too long ago that most Lutheran church bodies held to this practice, but
now many have now abandoned it in the age of political correctness. We still
appreciate it and retain it, and extend fellowship at the Lord’s Table to the
communicant members of our Wisconsin Synod and also those of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS), with whom we are presently in doctrinal fellowship. If, as
our guest today, you have not had the opportunity to explore or express your
fellowship with us, please observe our Communion service today, and speak with
our pastor later if you have questions. We’d be happy to spend time over an open
Bible and explain why we do what we do as we try to faithfully follow Scripture.
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The Opening Hymn

#224

“God Himself Is Present”

P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to
God our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
ALL: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ
and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!
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The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray.
O gracious God, through the use of Your Word and sacraments, You form the
attitudes and motivations of Your faithful people into a single purpose. Build us up
in Your grace through the power of Your Gospel. Make us love what You
command, and desire what You promise, that even though this world constantly
changes, our hearts may still long for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

The First Lesson
Revelation 21:1-7
Through John’s vision, we’re allowed to see the “new heaven and new earth” of our
heavenly home. In this our heavenly home, there is no sadness, no pain, and no death.

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will
be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
5
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
6
He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of
life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will
be my children.
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The Praise Choir

“Sing a Grateful Alleluia!”

The Second Lesson
John 13:31-35
Although Jesus is no longer with us physically, He lives in us through faith, and He
commands us to love one another. This love will tell those around us that we are His
disciples.

When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and
will glorify him at once.
33
“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and
just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.
34
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another.”
31

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn

#386

“Now I Have Found the Firm Foundation”
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The Sermon Meditation

Acts 13:13-20, 44-52

THE GOOD NEWS & “BAD” NEWS of LIGHT
13

From Paphos, Paul and his companions
sailed to Perga in Pamphylia, where John left
them to return to Jerusalem. 14 From Perga they
went on to Pisidian Antioch. On the
Sabbath they entered the synagogue and sat
down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the
Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have
a word of exhortation for the people, please speak.”
16
Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said: “Fellow Israelites and you
Gentiles who worship God, listen to me! 17 The God of the people of Israel chose our
ancestors; he made the people prosper during their stay in Egypt; with mighty power he
led them out of that country; 18 for about forty years he endured their conduct in the
wilderness; 19 and he overthrew seven nations in Canaan, giving their land to his
people as their inheritance. 20 All this took about 450 years.
Vss 21-43 Paul continues with a condensed history of the Jewish nation.
42

As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagogue, the people invited them to
speak further about these things on the next Sabbath. 43 When the congregation was
dismissed, many of the Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and
Barnabas, who talked with them and urged them to continue in the grace of God.
44
On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the
Lord. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy. They began to
contradict what Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him.
46
Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word of
God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal
life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us:
“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”
48
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the
Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.
49
The word of the Lord spread through the whole region. 50 But the Jewish leaders
incited the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of the city. They
stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them from their
region. 51 So they shook the dust off their feet as a warning to them and went to
Iconium. 52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
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The Thank-Offering

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate
located in the back of church. Scanning this QR code works too.
Thanks for your generous gifts! God blesses a cheerful giver!
Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will
not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that you will not have room enough for it.

Offering Hymn

#614

“Sing to the Lord of Harvest”
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Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by His death on
the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn
by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song.
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Jesus’ Words Instituting His Holy Supper
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed…
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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The Distribution
Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.

P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper.
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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The Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

Closing Hymn

#497

“This Is My Will”

HOTW

---------------------------------Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Allen Lindke
Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman
Radio Broadcasters: Ron Kraemer
Video Tech: Chad Moyer
Elder: Joel Wiedeman
Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson
Power Point: Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Ben Sperry (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: Curt Dinkel
Greeter: Kelly Dinkel
Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse
Power Point: Weinrichs (Sat.), Carter Goeden (Sun.)

Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 78; Sun. 9:00 AM – 136; Total = 214
Sunday Bible Class – NA; Wednesday Bible Class – 12
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St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord - General Fund, May 7 & 8, 2022
Yearly Need

YTD Need

YTD
Offerings

$435,741.00

$372,666.06

$345,388.42

YTD Need
vs
Offerings

Last Week
Received

Weekly
Need

Difference

-$27,277.64

$5,998.95

$10,057.65

-$4,058.70

A Humble , Gentle Reminder!
Please keep in mind how our congregation’s budgeted General
Fund is different and separate from any funds gathered for our
capital campaign building project. As You’re carefully determining
your thank-offering to the Lord, please remember that the General
Fund pays day to day bills and is absolutely essential for our daily
operation, and that any funds given toward the campaign need to
be above and beyond what is needed for the General Fund.
It’s been stated accurately in a previous meeting, that if a person is
donating to the campaign at the expense of the General Fund,
please continue to give your regular amount to the General Fund.
It can be easy to think that offerings toward a new school is more
fun and exciting, but just as important, if not more, is staying
current with regular budget. May God bless our generous giving!!

Announcements
1) Another school-year is winding down at our school, with a noon dismissal on
Wednesday, May 18. Our graduation service will be held that evening
(Wednesday) at 6:30 PM, to which any and all are invited to attend. This year’s 8th
Grade class is: Caleb Arthur, Jaxen Bynum-Kuhl, Caleb Escoto Cox, Carter Goeden,
David Protzman, Ethan Schwartz, Benjamin Sperry.
2) Preschool enrollment numbers are already looking up for next school year! Mrs.
Mullen is in need of a helper or teacher's aide in her classroom. Please speak to
Mrs. Mullen or Mr. Markgraf if you are interested or if you know of someone else who
might be!
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3) This summer Camp Messiah will be held a bit differently. The dates are Wednesday
(arrival) – Saturday (return), August 3-6, again at Camp Calvin Crest just south of
Fremont. The cost this year will be $89 regular campers (going into 5th-9th graders),
and $79 for junior counselors. We’ll be back to using the A-frame lodging we did our
first year at Calvin Crest. There are two options for registering, the old-fashioned
hard-copy way with forms found at the Communication Center, or on-line at https://forms.gle/L1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9 .
4) Since there are various events happening with church on the next few Sundays and
it’s also the end of the school-year, this year’s Sunday School is done for the time
being. We’ll get started up again in the Fall. Thanks Hannah Markgraf for all your
work to have this happen this year!!
5) There are new Meditations available at the Communication Center.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------WELS World Missions provided this map to show where major Ukrainian cities are
located and, more specifically, where the Ukrainian Lutheran Church has congregations.

May 10, 2022
Please keep Pastor Somin, as well as Odesa in your prayers. Recent missile strikes have
increased in that area. Pastor Somin is hoping to leave there tomorrow.
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More good news from Kharkiv as the suburb that Pastor Khaustov lives in has been totally
cleared of the Russians. The bad news is that mines and explosives have been placed in the
streets and even in some homes. It’s still not safe to go back.
May 9, 2022
Though the fighting and missile strikes are still occurring each day, there is, nevertheless,
a growing sense of optimism in Ukraine. The support that they are receiving from many
nations helps them to appreciate that others do care about them and their current situation.
As more people return to public worship, others rejoice that they are still alive and back
again in God’s house to hear his Word and receive the sacrament. It certainly proves how true
it is that Christians are happiest when they can gather together for worship. Cherish every
opportunity that you have to do just that.
Pastors who returned briefly, to their congregations, speak of the sadness they feel driving
through areas that are devastated from the bombings.
May 5, 2022
One of the ULC Pastors, Yuri Tytski, has determined it is not safe to return to
Bereznehuvate and will rent an apartment for his family, in a western city. The apartment is
unfurnished so I urged Bishop to use some of the gifts that have been given by WELS’
members and friends, to buy some furnishings for the apartment.
Pastor Somin’s van needed repair so that he could continue to take supplies, as well as
lead worship services, in southern Ukraine. The repair cost was about $1,000.00, because the
cost of parts have also increased in price. Your gifts have helped get the repair work done and
he is now able to be on the road again, serving.
May 4, 2022
Today we say, “Happy Birthday” to Pastor Feschenko. Pastor Feschenko serves
congregations in Tokmak and Zaporizhia. He will not be able to celebrate his birthday in his
home this year, but thankfully will be with his family. Such is the nature of the war in eastern
Ukraine and the every day disruptions and changes that it has caused in people’s lives. We
are thankful that he, and his family, are alive and we wish him many more birthday celebrations
in the future.
The Pastors of the ULC, for a number of years now, meet via Zoom for a weekly Bible
study that they call their Concordia Conference. Today they shared stories of what they have
heard from their members, and people they know, of the atrocities in some of the cities where
their congregations are. Some of these cities include: Kiev, Kharkiv, Izium, Tokmak,
Bereznehuvate, Kherson, and Malyn. The stories are eerily the same, of brutal assaults and
violence to civilians. It makes their hearts sad to hear these reports, and even more so when it
involves people who they know.
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 5/15 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM (Praise Choir sings)
Fellowship, 10:15 AM
Monday, 5/16 = Little Lambs Graduation, 6:30 PM
Tuesday, 5/17 = Executive Council, 6:00 PM
Wednesday, 5/18 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Last Day of School (NOON Dismissal)
Graduation Service (K-8), 6:30 PM
Thursday, 5/19 = Fountain Point Service, 10:00 AM
Saturday, 5/21 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM

Organist: Mrs. Karen Pufahl

Sunday, 5/22 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM

Church Cleaning Teams:
May 15 & May 22 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist,
Jim & Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba)
May 29 & June 5 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, JoAnn Winter)

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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