Palm Sunday
Saturday & Sunday, April 9 & 10, 2022

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
1100 Georgia Ave. -- Norfolk, NE
A member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

Welcome to our Palm Sunday
worship here at St. Paul’s!
We hope that you feel at home with us as we gather to worship our holy and
merciful God, as well as to strengthen our faith through His Means of Grace, God’s
Word and sacraments. We pray that today’s worship service be a blessing to you,
and strengthens your faith in our one and only Savior from sin!

What do we believe and teach?
In a very brief thumb-nail sketch, we are committed to holy Scriptures in their
entirety, and do not believe we have the right or authority to pick and choose what
we do or don’t want to believe from it. We believe that ALL the Bible is God’s very
Word to all of mankind which points to the only way to eternal salvation in heaven,
namely through faith in Jesus. We believe that since it is God’s Word, in its original
form, that it has no errors and is completely factual. We believe in the triune God
- God the Father who makes and preserves us; God the Son, who redeemed us
with His holy blood; and God the Holy Spirit, who converts and strengthens our
saving faith.

Our Holy Week Worship Schedule:
Maundy Thursday (April 14): 6:30 PM (w/ Communion).
Good Friday (April 15):
Easter Sunday (April 17):

6:30 PM (Special Tenebrae service led by the Adult Choir)
6:30 & 9:00 AM – two different services!

Easter fellowship at breakfast, served in between services. If you’re attending the
breakfast, please use your good judgment and bring something to contribute. An eggbake?! Rolls?? Fruit?! Coffee cake?! Tableware and beverages will be provided.
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INTRODUCTION
P: This is the day that the Lord has made!
C: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
P: Open wide the gates of your hearts.
C: Let the Savior enter!
P: Shout with joy, all you people.
C: The Savior has come forth bringing peace. AMEN.
P: Let all creation shout!
C: Let us wave the palm branches high. Jesus is coming!
P: He comes in humility to claim God’s own.
C: May he claim us this day and heal our hearts!
P: Hosanna to the Son of David.
ALL: Hosanna to the blessed Son of God. AMEN.
* HYMN (Saturday) #131
* CHOIR ANTHEM

“All Glory, Laud, and Honor”

(Sunday)

Adult & Praise Choirs - “Hosanna to the King”

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
P: Lord Jesus - Your arrival in Jerusalem was welcomed with a show of palms and a
shout of praise. Yet soon You were abandoned. Even Your closest friends left Your
side.
ALL: Lord Jesus, we confess that we too make a joyful noise at Your coming,
but too often we turn our backs on You when the going gets rough.
P: O Lord, we often serve You with our lips and empty words instead of with our whole
lives.
ALL: We say that we’ll follow You wherever you go, but too often we do not.
Instead, like Peter, too often we deny knowing You. Too often we try to fit in
with the crowd. Too often we avoid risking ourselves for Your sake and for
the sake of the gospel.
P: Forgive us God for our timid and faltering faith.
ALL: Forgive us Lord for our sinful parts in nailing You to the cross to suffer
and die.
................ silent personal confession...............
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P: Lord have mercy.
C: Christ have mercy.
P: Lord have mercy.
God gives each of us His personal promise - "Though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”
We have nothing to fear, since Jesus has redeemed us. Our sins are forgiven
through His sacrifice and death! Let us now live our lives in keeping with that
repentance. Let us pray.
ALL: We praise You, O God, for the great acts of love by which You have
redeemed us through Your Son, Jesus Christ. As He was adored by those
who scattered their garments and branches of palms in His path, so may we
always hail Him as our King and follow Him with perfect confidence; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
* HYMN (Saturday)
* HYMN (Sunday)

#8

“Come, O Precious Ransom, Come”

#8, vss 1&2 “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come”

Come, O pre-cious Ran-som, come, On-ly Hope for sin-ful mor-tals!
Come, O Sav-ior of the world! O-pen are to you all por-tals.
Come, your beau-ty let us view; Anx-ious-ly we wait for you.
En-ter now my wait-ing heart, Glo-rious King and Lord most ho-ly.
Dwell in me and ne’er de-part, Though I am but poor and low-ly.
Ah, what rich-es will be mine When you are my guest di-vine!
CHILDRENS’ MEDITATION
Please use your good age judgment for your children coming forward!

* HYMN (Sunday)

#8, vss 3&4 “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come”

My ho-san-nas and my palms Gra-cious-ly re-ceive, I pray you.
Ev-er-more, as best I can, Sav-ior, I will hom-age pay you,
And in faith I will em-brace, Lord, your merit through your grace.
Hail, ho-san-na, Da-vid’s Son! Help, Lord; hear our sup-pli-ca-tion!
Let your king-dom, scep-ter, crown Bring us bles-sing and sal-va-tion
That for-ev-er we may sing Hail, ho-san-na! to our King.
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SCRIPTURE LESSON
Zechariah 9:9,10
The prophet Zechariah foretells the coming of Zion's King to his city in humility and
lowliness. He enters "righteous and having salvation." The King's procession is unlike
that of any earthly monarch because he brings peace between God and man.
9

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your
king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.
10
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the war-horses from Jerusalem,
and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will
extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth.
THE PSALM

Psalm 24

Let’s sing our Psalm responsively! It’s found on p. 13.

SCRIPTURE LESSON Philippians 2:3-11
Paul encourages the Philippians, and all Christians, to imitate Christ. Paul describes the
Christ who humbled himself to death on the cross and was exalted to the highest place
in the heavens.
3

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others.
5
Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
CONFESSION OF OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH
We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, one with the Father from all
eternity. In the course of time, He took a complete, yet sinless, human nature to
himself when He was conceived as a holy child in the virgin Mary through a miracle of
the Holy Spirit. God’s angel testified, “What is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit”.
Jesus Christ is unique, for in Him the true God and a true human nature are
inseparably united in one person, the holy God-man.

4

We believe that Jesus at all times possessed the fullness of the Deity with all divine
power, wisdom, and glory. His divinity was evident when He performed miracles. But
while He lived on earth, He took on the form of a servant, humbling himself by laying
aside the continuous and full display and use of His divine characteristics. During this
time He lived as a man among mankind, endured suffering, and humbled himself to the
shameful death on the cross.
We believe that Jesus descended into hell to proclaim His victory over Satan. We
believe that He rose again from the grave with a glorified body, ascended into heaven,
and is exalted to rule with power over the world, to rule with grace in His church, and to
rule with glory for eternity.
We believe that Jesus did all this for our salvation, and because of this, we give our
thanks and praise to God!
HYMN

#370

SERMON

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

Luke 19:28-40
“THE ONE MAN MARCH”
I. Remember the cause.
II. Remember the mind-set.

28

After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two
of his disciples, saying to them, 30 "Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it,
you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here.
31
If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.'"
32
Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, "Why are you untying the colt?"
34
They replied, "The Lord needs it."
35
They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he
went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
37
When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles
they had seen:
38
"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and
glory in the highest!"
39
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!"
40
"I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out."
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MEDITATION RESPONSE

OFFERING PRAYER

#272

“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”

Spoken together

Gracious God, our hearts overflow with thanksgiving to You. You are infinitely good to
us. Your creation is so magnificent – it gives us pleasure and supplies our needs for
food and water and light and warmth. And You have supplied salvation through Jesus.
Remind us of the selfless love and sacrifice Jesus showed to us, and move us to
selflessly serve others in our daily lives. Accept these gifts we give You today as a
“thank offering” for all Your bountiful blessings to us. Amen.
OFFERING HYMN

#488

“Savior, Thy Dying Love”

Savior, thy dying love Thou gavest me;
Nor should I aught withhold, Dear Lord, from thee.
In love my soul would bow, My heart fulfill its vow,
Some off’ring bring thee now, Something for thee.
All that I am and have, Thy gifts so free,
In joy, in grief, through life, Dear Lord, for thee!
And when thy face I see, My ransomed soul shall be
Through all eternity Something for thee.
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OUR PALM SUNDAY PRAYER
P: Lord Jesus, You are the King of heaven and earth. We join the first Palm Sunday
worshipers in praising and glorifying You for coming to be our savior.
C: Throughout your entire life You humbled yourself…born in Bethlehem, living
a life of humble service, riding to Your execution on a donkey, and dying on a
cross.
P: We praise You for being obedient to death, even death on a cross, to redeem us
from our sin.
C: Guard and keep us all in the one saving faith. Lord we pray…Keep us
steadfast in Your Word!
P: Move us to confess You before others as our Lord and Savior. Bless our
congregation to move forward, united under Your love and forgiveness.
C: Use all of us to assure those around us of Your love for all people. Give me
wisdom and confidence to share my faith with those people around me who
have drifted away from faith, or those who have never known about Your
grace and mercy.
P: Bless the nations of the world with wise rulers and good governments. Be with our
local, state and national leaders so that they make decisions which are beneficial to
us and give glory to Your kingdom.
C: Be with our soldiers and personnel who are serving our nation around the
world. Keep them safe in Your all-powerful hands, and use those Christian
soldiers as Your faithful missionaries in a non-Christian society.
P: We also ask for Your presence and blessings here in our own country. Give
success to the businesses and industries of our country which serve for the
common good. Cause all employers to be honest and fair-minded, and all
employees to be diligent and faithful.
C: Look with favor on our schools. Be with and bless both those who teach and
learn about the wonders and glories of Your incredible universe. Comfort the
sick and the troubled with the assurance of Your care and protection.
P: Blessed Savior, when You come to us in the power of Your Word, conquer our
indifference, stubbornness, and hypocrisy. Fill our lives and actions with
“hosannas” that come from faithful hearts.
C: Accept our praises now, and at the end of days when You return as the King
of Glory. Bless us and our congregation as we prepare our hearts during
another Holy Week. In Your name we pray. Hear us Lord as we bring You
our private prayers of personal requests and thanks.
----------Silent personal prayer----------
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P: Dear Savior, as we walk with You this week toward Your death on Calvary, keep us
focused on Your purpose for coming into this world, and on our calling to spread this
wonderful message of salvation.
ALL: Dear Jesus, hear and answer us according to Your gracious wisdom. We
ask for these and all things in Your holy name, because You have also taught
us to pray…Our Father, who art in heaven…
BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN

#130

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”

---------------------------------Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Paul Hirsch
Organist: Mrs. Karen Pufahl
Radio Broadcasters: Walt Tinius
Video Tech: Lisa Lindemann
Elder: Miles Spreeman
Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers
Power Point: Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Anna Hockabout (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: Ron Kraemer
Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson
Power Point: Reese Bachman (Sun.)

St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord - General Fund, April 2 & 3, 2022
Yearly Need

YTD Need

YTD
Offerings

YTD Need
vs
Offerings

Last Week
Received

Weekly
Need

Difference

$435,741.00

$330,703.00

$296,417.21

-$34,285.79

$7,663.95

$8,337.26

-$673.31
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Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 54; Sun. 9:00 AM – 108; Total = 162
March 30 Midweek Lent - 113
Sunday Bible Class – 21
Wednesday Bible Class – 14

To everyone at St. Paul’s,
The kitchen staff and everyone at Nebraska Lutheran High
School would like to thank you for the donation to the Kitchen
Food pantry. Your generous donations helped us purchase a
new microwave for our kitchen, along with other items. God
bless everyone for supporting NELHS!
In Christ – Steven (Skip) Bremer

Holy Week Worship Times…
Maundy Thursday:
Good Friday:
Easter Sunday:

Thursday, April 14 (6:30 PM)
Friday, April 15 (6:30 PM)
Sunday, April 17 – Sunrise Service (6:30 AM),
Breakfast (7:30-8:45 AMish), 2nd Service (9:00 AM)

There is NO Saturday evening worship Saturday
evening, April 16, Easter eve…and Communion will not
be served on Easter Sunday. The next time it will be
served is on Confirmation Sunday, May 1.
Also be aware that this year for our GOOD FRIDAY service we’re doing
something a bit different. The Adult Choir will be leading a cantata service
with Scripture, narrations and a meditation included. Please mark your
calendar for this special service!
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We thank God for His gift of Baptism! This morning Avery Jo Cerny will be
baptized into God’s forgiven family in a private ceremony after our service.
Avery Jo is the new daughter of Dylan and Amy Cerny, who is the son and
daughter-in-law of Doug and Jennifer Cerny. Doug, Jennifer and family are in
the process of transferring membership here to St. Paul’s.

THINKING AHEAD TO CONFIRMATION WEEKEND
Five young Christians will be confirmed in their Christian faith on Sunday, May 1:
Alex Cerny, Carter Goeden, Katrina Moyer, Ayden Papstein & Ben Sperry. It’s also
that weekend, Saturday, April 30, that the Public Examination will take place in the
6:30 PM service. This will be a special service with the invitation and opportunity for
ALL St. Paul’s members to attend, not only to see that there’s been some Christian
educating with these young Christians, but it’s also a good opportunity for the rest of
us to review some BASIC Christian doctrines.
COMMUNION WILL NOT BE SERVED AT THE SATURDAY EXAMINATION
SERVICE, BUT WILL BE ON SUNDAY, MAY 1.

Announcements
1) Easter Sunday is next Sunday, April 17, and once again we’re planning on having
two different services that morning…a sunrise service at 6:30 AM and the regularly
timed Sunday service at 9:00 AM. In between services a breakfast will be served.
The Elders will take care of juice/coffee, condiments and tableware. It’d be great for
those attending to use your good judgment and bring your version of an egg-bake, or
rolls, or fruit or whatever you’d like to share! Breakfast pizza has been on the menu
before!
2) Maundy Thursday is April 14. Plans are being made to offer a throw-back option for
receiving the Lord’s Supper on this special evening. FOR THOSE WHO CHOOSE,
the Supper will be served up at the altar using the kneeling pads and rail. We’ll
serve in two sections, those choosing to go up to the rail, and those served below the
stairs like we’ve been doing the last year or so.
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3) TWO THINGS CONCERNING OUR CAMPAIGN…
A) To help celebrate the kickoff of our campaign "Pride in our Past, Faith in our
Future", we will be having a potluck on Sunday, May 8th in the basement after
the service. Please come and bring a brunch or dessert item to share while you
hear about our campaign. We would appreciate anyone willing to help set up,
serve, and clean up. A sign-up sheet for those willing to help will be posted after
Holy Week! You can contact Amy Anderson- (402)992-3267 or Yajaira Myers(402)841-8922 with any questions.
B) Thanks to all those who’ve already signed up, but there’s still room for more
volunteers to help with some food and refreshments for our Capital Campaign
meetings. These meetings typically occur every two weeks with some other
events scattered in between. Part of our responsibility as the Hospitality Team is
to make sure that people feel welcome at these meetings and events and have
some snacks or things to eat. This is where we need your help!
We created a sign-up genius page for you to sign up if you can help! There’s a
hard-copy sign-up sheet at the Communication center, or use the link below:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a8ae2da2fec25-stpauls
There is some more information in the description of the sign-up form. If you
have any questions, please contact us:
Amy Anderson (402)992-3267 or Yajaira Myers (402)841-8922.
Thank you!
4) THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! The school’s Parent Connection group says
“THANK YOU” to all those that supported the lasagna fundraiser! It was a great
success! We sold 84 pans and raised over $1000 to cover various current projects
at school. The committee meets at the end of April and will decid then what the
funds will be used for. Thanks for supporting our school!
5) New Forward magazines are available at the Communication Center.
6) Our ministry training college, Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN, has once
again produced some handy Lenten devotional booklets. It’s timed to be used during
Holy Week. These also are by the Communication Center.
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7) NEW PASTOR AT SHEPHERD OF PEACE!! Pastor Luther Zuberbier and family
(dear wife, Ali and 4 children – Theodore, Eloise, Raymond & Bonnie) have arrived
to Norfolk from Phoenix this past week. Installation will be Sunday, April 24, 4:30 PM
the Sunday after Easter.
Also…the new pastor in Winner, SD – Nathaniel Biebert – will be installed there on
Sunday, May 8, @ 4:00 PM.
8) Next year, St. Paul's and Little Lambs Preschool are offering full-day preschool!
Mrs. Mullen will continue with the programs she has been doing, but we are planning
to have additional care for those students beyond the normal half-day programs.
With this new program comes a new position on St. Paul's staff! We are looking for a
daycare supervisor for the 2022-2023 school year. This will be a paid, full-time
position. If you are interested in this opportunity or would like more information,
please speak to Mr. Markgraf.
9) One of the church functions that’s resurrected and revamped post COVID is
SUNDAY SCHOOL. Are there folks out there…male or female – young or not as
young… who could help out in a number of ways? Some more teachers would be
really nice, as well as some snack makers/providers. There’s two groups of kids,
pre-school and 1st-4th Grades with lessons and material provided. Snacks could be
anything you’re interested in making and providing…cookies, donuts, fruit…whatever
you see fit! Hannah Markgraf is leading this charge, so please talk to her
(920.539.5547) or Pastor Hirsch.
10) We can use some more help using folks to help on the tech side of things on
Sunday mornings. Helping with both the radio broadcast or video work for the
internet is what’s needed. There’s no age limit here. Questions certainly would be
answered first before any commitment is made. Talk to Ron Kraemer
(402.750.5441) or Miss Lindemann (920.663.1892).
11) A FRIENDLY REMINDER…there’s a private baptism this morning after our service,
so there won’t be Bible class today (4/10), and since next Sunday is Easter and
breakfast, the next Sunday Bible Class will be April 24.
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Psalm 24

P: The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,*
C: the world, and all who live in it;
P: for he founded it upon the seas*
C: and established it upon the waters.
P: Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?*
C: Who may stand in his holy place?
P: He who has clean hands and a pure heart,*
C: he will receive blessing from God his Savior.
REFRAIN
P: Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors,*
C: that the King of glory may come in.
P: Who is this King of glory?*
C: The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.
P: Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors,*
C: that the King of glory may come in.
P: Who is he, this King of glory?*
C: The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
REFRAIN
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Good Outcome for a Court Case in Finland
Religious freedom and the ability to proclaim the teachings of Scripture
without fear of government persecution is something we in the United
States have taken for granted. But there are increasing examples from
around the world where even seemingly free and democratic countries are
attempting to restrict the abilities of Christians to express their faith and
their teachings openly.
In Finland, a member of Parliament and former Minister of the Interior, Paivi
Rasanen, was charged with “hate speech” for sharing her faith-based views
dealing with marriage and sexual ethics in her writings and in media
interviews. A Lutheran bishop, Juhana Pohjola, was also charged because
he published some of Rasanen’s writings.
When charges were brought, confessional Lutheran churches from around
the world signed a letter to the prosecutors in Finland that strongly urged
the court to uphold the principle of freedom of religion and free speech and
to dismiss the charges against Rasanen and Pohjola. The Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod and our sister churches in Europe signed the
letter, along with the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and its partner
churches.
Last week, the Finnish court upheld the right to free speech by dismissing
all charges against Paivi Rasanen and Bishop Pohjola.
We are happy that the courts of Finland made this decision. But this entire
episode is a reminder that the freedom we enjoy to proclaim the truths of
Scripture can never be taken for granted. We pray that God would preserve
this freedom for us here in America and give us the courage to “speak
about the things that we have seen and heard.”
Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 4/10 = Palm Sunday Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Sunday School, 10:15 AM
EPIC Bible Study, 3:00-4:00 PM

(Adult & Praise Choirs sing)

Monday, 4/11 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM
Tuesday, 4/12 = Parkinson’s Meeting, 10:00 AM
Wednesday, 4/13 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Thursday, 4/14 = NO School
Maundy Thursday Service w/ Communion, 6:30 PM
Organist: Mrs. Alicia Moyer
Friday, 4/15 = NO School
Special Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 6:30 PM
Organist: Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer
Saturday, 4/16 = NO Evening Worship Service
Sunday, 4/17 = Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 AM Organist: Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer
Easter Breakfast, 7:30 AM
Easter Worship Service, 9:00 AM Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman

Church Cleaning Teams:
Apr. 10 – Team 6: Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg, Dan & Karen Pufahl,
Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter
Apr. 17 & Apr. 24 – Team 1: Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec, Bill & Sue Ulrich

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com
St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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