Saturday & Sunday, November 19 & 20, 2022
Last Sunday of the Church Year

St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church
1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska
Office & Website:
(402)371-1233 www.stpls.com

We welcome you all to our worship service! We are gathered for the

purpose of worshiping our God who showed His love for all people by sending His
Son to die for our sins on the cross of Calvary. We’re also gathered to strengthen
our faith through using His means of Grace, the Gospel in Word and Sacrament!
There are LARGE PRINT copies of this bulletin on the counter in the narthex,
please feel free to take one. Bathroom facilities are available both upstairs
(across from the west car-port entrance) and in the basement.
If you have any questions about the school or the teachings of St. Paul’s, which is
part of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, please don’t be afraid to
contact Principal Aaron Markgraf about the school, or Pastor Paul Hirsch, whose
numbers are listed on the back cover of this folder.
We invite our guests to come again and worship with us again. You are always
welcome here in God’s house!

Our Holy Communion Practice
Dear visitors and guests: You may be relieved to know that we do not want to
impose our practice of Holy Communion on you. In fact, God’s Word teaches that
Communion is intended only for those who have been taught the Biblical truths
and meaning of the Sacrament, and for those who have previously expressed
their doctrinal unity (communion…common-union) with the congregation. This is
what is meant by the scriptural practice of “close communion.”
It wasn’t too long ago that most Lutheran church bodies held to this practice, but
now many have now abandoned it in the age of political correctness. We still
appreciate it and retain it, and extend fellowship at the Lord’s Table to the
communicant members of our Wisconsin Synod and also those of the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS), with whom we are presently in doctrinal fellowship. If, as
our guest today, you have not had the opportunity to explore or express your
fellowship with us, please observe our Communion service today, and speak with
our pastor later if you have questions. We’d be happy to spend time over an open
Bible and explain why we do what we do as we try to faithfully follow Scripture.
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The Order of Worship
Opening Hymn

Based on CW, p. 15

“The Common Service”

#216 (Saturday) “Saints Behold! The Sight Is Glorious”

#494 (Sunday…from the new hymnal) “See, He Comes, the King of Glory”
Found on p. 14. The Praise Choir will sing vs 1 alone. Congregation joins in on vs 2-4
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
ALL: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+)
and of the Holy Spirit.
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P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord!

4

The Prayer of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Let us pray.

Almighty God and Savior of the world, you have set the day and hour of our
final deliverance. Give us strength to remain watchful and to keep on
praying, that we may come to the marriage of your Son and his people with
joy that has no end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Old Testament Lesson

Jeremiah 23:1-6

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my
pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says
to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven
them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for
the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 3 “I myself will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their
pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. 4 I will place shepherds over
them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be
missing,” declares the LORD.
5
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up for David[a] a
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in
the land.
6
In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Savior.
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Psalm 130
Praise Choir

(Saturday)
(Sunday)

Let’s sing the Psalm together! Found on p. 13.
"Dear Father, Lord and King"
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The Epistle Lesson

Revelation 22:6-13

The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God
who inspires the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must soon
take place.”
7
“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the
prophecy written in this scroll.”
8
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and
seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to
me. 9 But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your
fellow prophets and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!”
10
Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this
scroll, because the time is near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let
the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does right continue to do right; and
let the holy person continue to be holy.”
12
“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person
according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the
Last, the Beginning and the End.
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The Verse of the Day

Revelation 22:17,20

Alleluia! The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears this say,
“Come.” Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Alleluia!

The Gospel Lesson

Luke 12:35-40

Our sermon text this morning.

After the Gospel is announced:

“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants
waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and
knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants
35
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whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress
himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on
them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he
comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the
owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let
his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come
at an hour when you do not expect him.”

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn

#728

“Jerusalem the Golden”

The Sermon Meditation

Found on p. 15.

Jesus Comes With Blessing

Sermon Response All sing!
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The Offering
If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate
located in the back of church. Scanning this QR code works too.
Thanks for your generous gifts! God blesses a cheerful giver!
Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much
blessing that you will not have room enough for it.
An Offering Hymn

#466

“Though Thoughtless Thousands Choose”

Though thoughtless thousands choose the road
That leads the soul away from God,
This happiness, dear Lord, be mine:
To live and die entirely thine.
In Christ, by faith, I wish to live,
From him my life, my all, receive,
To him devote my fleeting hours,
Serve him alone with all my pow’rs.
Soon will the saints in glory meet,
Soon walk through ev’ry golden street
And sing on ev’ry blissful plain,
“To live is Christ; to die is gain.”
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Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Sacrament
(sung responsively to the melody of CW #610)
P: The Lord now be with you.
The people joined in His name.
C: The Lord be with you too,
As saving truth you proclaim.
P: Lift up your hearts in joy!
C: We lift them to the Lord.
We thank Him for His grace,
Revealed in sacred Word
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who preserves his church to the end of time when he will come again as
king to judge all people and take his own to glory. Therefore, with all the saints on
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song.
Sanctus

(sung to the melody of CW #613)

All Sing: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God by heav’nly hosts adored,
Heav’n and earth are Your domain,
Glorious is Your royal reign.
Bless’d is He who comes, we sing,
Bless’d the Son of God, our King!
Now we shout, HOSANNA! high,
As to us our Lord draws nigh.
Jesus’ Words Instituting His Holy Supper
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

(melody CW #369, Beautiful Savior)

All Sing: O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away our sins.
Have mercy on us, now we cry. Grant us Your peace, Lord,
Give us release, Lord, From all the guilt that on us lies.
The Distribution
Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

(melody CW #260)

Let all here now praise You,
A hymn may we raise You,
Who fed us with food from
Your bountiful hands.
And now let us depart
With Your peace in our heart
As we put our faith in Your Word
which sure stands.
Our eyes have seen Your love
Which You sent from above,
A Light before all of the world shining bright!
To God in His heaven who all things has given
Be honor and glory and power and might!
P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
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P: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son
to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and
peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Blessing

Sung to the tune of hymn 334

P: The Lord now bless and keep you still
And make you know His loving will.
The Lord shine on you with His grace
And fill you with His heav’nly peace.
C: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!
Closing Hymn

#219

“Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See”

--------------------------------------------

Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Allen Lindke
Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman
Radio Broadcasters: Joel Wiedeman & Kathy Wiedeman
Video Tech: Chad Moyer
Elder: Joel Wiedeman
Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson
Power Point: Lisa Lindemann (Sat.), Reese Bachman (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: Curt Dinkel
Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse
Power Point: Weinrichs (Sat.), Katrina Moyer (Sun.)
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St Paul's General Fund, November 12 & 13, 2022
Yearly Need

YTD Need

YTD
Offerings

$422,052.00

$153,433.00

$131,363.41

YTD Need
vs
Offerings

Last Week
Received

Weekly
Need

Difference

-$22,069.59

$10,440.35

$7,551.00

$2,889.35

Gathering Around the Gospel
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 53; Sun. 9:00 AM – 125; Total = 178
Sunday Bible Class – N/A
Wednesday Bible Class – 11
Donnerstag (Thursday) – NA

Announcements
1) This year’s THANKSGIVING SERVICE will be held on Wednesday, 11/23, 6:30 PM.
2) ST. PAUL’S FOOD DRIVE
We’re still gathering non-perishable food-stuffs through this weekend
(Sunday, November 20) for the local food bank. You’re more than welcome to drop off donations
during the week or when coming to worship. The gathering spot will be by the north door of church.
3) ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT
Registration forms and invitations are now available for the Sunday,
Dec. 11 event being held at the Courtyard at the Midtown Event Center at 3:00. Please complete the
registration form (found in the communication center) and place it in the box on the scrip table by Dec.
4th. Feel free to give an invitation (also found in the communication center) to a friend, family member,
or co-worker and encourage them to join you. Please consider joining ladies from St Paul’s and the
area churches as we share Bible readings and special music to focus on Jesus birth during the
Christmas season.
4) FELLOWSHIP GROUP The next meeting time for this group has changed from Sunday, November 27
to a week earlier to Sunday, November 20.
5) St. Paul’s SCRIP
Are gift cards on your list of items to purchase for Christmas? Please consider
using the scrip program to order them this year. You may be able to get them all through the SCRIP
program, plus school gets a percentage of the sales. Cards ordered usually arrive in a week or two. We
keep a variety of local stores on hand, but there are many other options to order. Here are a few:
Barnes and Noble, Bass Pro Shop, Buckle, Build-a-Bear, Cabela’s, Chipotle, Fleet Farm, Old Navy,
Panera, Scheels, and TopGolf. Stop by the SCRIP table for more info and the complete list.
6) CHRISTMAS CARDS A few people have asked about Christmas cards from Hymns In My Heart.
These are the Christian cards based on hymns that a WELS gal in WI has created and offers for sale.
We don’t have any here at church, but orders in the month of November get free shipping, Go to hymnsinmyheart.com – if you’re interested in options and ordering.
7) Pioneer Basketball season has begun! The game schedule is posted on the bulletin board by the
communication center.
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Psalm 130

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;*
O Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive*
to my cry for mercy.
If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,*
O Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness;*
therefore you are feared.
REFRAIN
I wait for the LORD and in his Word I put my hope.*
My soul waits for the Lord more than
watchmen wait for the morning.
O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,*
for with the LORD is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
REFRAIN
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#494 “See, He Comes, the King of Glory”
The Praise Choir will sing verse 1 alone. Congregation joins in on vs 2-4
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CWS #728

“Jerusalem the Golden”
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SOME FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 11/20 = Worship Service with Communion, 9:00 AM
Fellowship Coffee, 10:15 AM
Sunday School, 10:15 AM
Fellowship Group, 6:00 PM
Monday, 11/21 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM
Wed./Thurs./Fri. = NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, 11/23 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Thanksgiving Eve Service, 6:30 PM Organist: Shannon Spreeman
Thursday, 11/24 = Thanksgiving Day!
NO Donnerstag!

Next one is December 1.

Saturday, 11/26 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM

Organist: Shannon Spreeman

Sunday, 11/27 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Fellowship Group, 6:00 PM

Church Cleaning Teams:
Nov. 20 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, JoAnn Winter)
Nov. 27 & Dec. 4 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger,
Rick & Diane Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman)

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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