Saturday/Sunday, July 16/17, 2022
The 6th Sunday after Pentecost

St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church
1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska
Office & Website:
(402)371-1233
www.stpls.com

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel:
Saturday:
Sunday:
Monday:
Wednesday:

6:30 PM Worship Service
9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class
6:30 PM Sisters In Faith fellowship & study
10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement)

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.
These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube.

IT’S

GREAT TO JOIN WITH YOU AS WE WORSHIP OUR

LORD!

In our service we’ll be doing three things: praising God for all His blessings through
our words and songs, confessing our sins and being reminded of His forgiveness and
grace, and then also using His Gospel to grow and be strengthened in faith.
We have a two-fold purpose here at St. Paul’s, to strengthen faith of Christians who
already belong to this congregation through Word and sacraments, and also to reach
out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those around us who may not know what Jesus
has accomplished for all mankind - forgiveness of their sins through faith!
Holy Communion will be celebrated in our service today for the blessings of forgiveness
of sins and strengthening of faith, which we receive in Jesus’ true body and blood
miraculously joined to the bread and wine.
In order to preserve our spiritual unity (1 Corinthians 10:17) and protect against
anyone’s spiritual harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), our congregation and synod follow
the historic Christian practice of Close Communion. Confirmed members of St. Paul’s
and those in fellowship with our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod are invited to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper with us. Visitors are asked to speak with Pastor Hirsch
before the service if you wish to commune. May the Lord bless our worship!
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Based on “Service of Word & Sacrament”

(CW p. 26)

God’s Word for Today
On the surface, doesn’t the concept of “following” seem so easy?! Just go behind the
person in front and copy!! But following Jesus completely in our lives requires regular
effort and strength through our use of the Gospel.
Opening Hymn

#358, vss 1-4

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”

The Order of Worship
P: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
CONFESSION OF SINS
P: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent
hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask Him to forgive us.
ALL: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I
have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is
evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve Your punishment both
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+)
and of the Holy Spirit.
ALL: We trust and take comfort in the peace of this forgiveness. Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE -- LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie

P: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all Your gifts with gratitude
and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
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P: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from Your love and for
the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our
prayer, O Christ.

P: For the well-being of Your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here
their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

P: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by Your power and keep us in
Your tender care:

P: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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The Prayer of the Day
O God, You have prepared incredible blessings and joys for those who love You.
Strengthen our faith with so much thanks that, loving You above everything, we may
continue to receive Your blessings which exceed all that we can desire; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
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The First Scripture
1 Kings 19:1-18
The Almighty God showed a doubting Elijah that he was not alone in his battle against
idolatry. God had reserved 7,000 who still worshiped the true and only God.
1

Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods
deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life
like that of one of them.”
3
Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left
his servant there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came
to a broom bush, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had
enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay
down under the bush and fell asleep.
All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked around,
and there by his head was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate
and drank and then lay down again.
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The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get
up and eat, for the journey is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate and drank.
Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached
Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into a cave and spent the night.
And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites
have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with
the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
11
The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD,
for the LORD is about to pass by.”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks
before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When
Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of
the cave.
Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
14
He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites
have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with
the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”
15
The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of
Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son
of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to
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succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of
Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I
reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and
whose mouths have not kissed him.”
The Verse of the Day

Psalm 119:2,3

Spoken together!

Alleluia! 2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes and seek him with all their heart—
3
they do no wrong but follow his ways. Alleluia!

The Second Scripture Lesson
Luke 9:51-62
Jesus teaches His followers that being a disciple isn’t always that easy. It means
swallowing our human, selfish pride and setting new priorities in our lives.
51

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out
for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village
to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was
heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked,
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus
turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village.
57
As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.”
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Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no
place to lay his head.”
59
He said to another man, “Follow me.”
But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.”
61
Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say
goodbye to my family.”
62
Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God.”
58

Hymn

#463

“Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”

The Sermon Meditation

Galatians 5:1,13-25
CELEBRATE CHRISTIAN FREEDOM
I. It comes with vigilance
II. And shows itself in service

1

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let
yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
13
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom
to indulge the flesh]; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is
fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite
and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.
16
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For
the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the
flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever[c] you
want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19
The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish
ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.
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The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Our Thank-Offering
If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate
located in the back of church. Scanning this QR code works too!

Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
Offering Prayer and Hymn

Spoken together!

Generous Father, we thank You for the blessings of the world You created for us, and
by which You give us our daily bread and so much more! Most of all, we thank You for
the gift of Your Son’s innocent precious blood! Please accept the gifts we bring to You
now, and use them for Your glory and the work of Your Gospel ministry here in Norfolk
and throughout the world. Amen.
#469, vss 4-6

“Take My Life and Let It Be”

Take my silver and my gold; Not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.
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Take my will and make it thine; It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart—it is thine own; It shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord I pour At Thy feet its treasure store
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only all for Thee.
Prayers
The Sacrament
P: The Lord be with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love He has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are His
children and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation
and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ. To Him
who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory
for ever and ever.
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Words of Institution
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed…
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

O Christ, Lamb of God
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The Distribution
Communion Blessing
Response to the Sacrament

Closing Prayer

“Thank the Lord”

Spoken together

Lord God, through Your mercy, I have another day of grace, and another opportunity,
to be strengthened in my faith, and to give You my thanks and praise. Use the Gospel,
which I have heard in Your Word and received in Your holy supper, to grow in me and
to produce selfless service for You and the people around me. Strengthen me so that I
serve You with all I say and do this week. In Jesus’ name I pray.

12

The Blessing
P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

Closing Hymn

#358, vss 5-7

“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”


Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Paul Hirsch
Organist: Mrs. Karen Pufahl
Radio Broadcasters: Walt Tinius
Video Tech: Chad Moyer
Elder: Joel Wiedeman
Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson
Power Point: Lisa LIndemann (Sat.), Reese Bachman (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: Curt Dinkel
Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse
Power Point: Weinrichs (Sat.), Katrina Moyer (Sun.)
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Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 86;
Madison County Fair Service - 72; Total = 158
Sunday Bible Class – NA
Wednesday Bible Class – 10

Thank You!!
Dear members of St. Paul,
I want to thank you for all your prayers, kind thoughts and words.
Thank you also for the thoughtful cards. The bone marrow
transplant was successful. I am hoping to be discharged shortly.
God is good!
In Him,

Mary Beth and Pastor Lindke

Announcements
The Lindkes’ Mailing Address While in Omaha:
PO Box 31191, Omaha, NE 68131-0191
1) WELS Baseball Outing! On July 31st at 4 pm, Sioux City Explorers are playing the
Chicago Dogs. We are getting together with a group from the different area WELS
churches to go to this game. Tickets will be $10 per person. If you are interested in
going, there is a sign-up sheet at the Communication Center in the narthex. If you
have any questions, please contact Lisa Lindemann at 920-663-1892.
2) CAMP MESSIAH IS ALMOST UPON US...AND THEY NEED FOOD! :)
Camp Messiah starts in about a month and camp leadership is asking area
congregations to each collect $100 in the next several weeks to defray the cost
of food expenses needed for our campers again this year. Thank you for
supporting our Bible camp in this small way!

Reminder: those camp registrations are passed due from Wednesday, June
29th! Get 'em in ASAP if late. Camp dates again are August 3-6.
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3) This summer Camp Messiah will be held a bit differently. The dates are Wednesday
(arrival) – Saturday (return), August 3-6, again at Camp Calvin Crest just south of
Fremont. The cost this year will be $89 regular campers (going into 5th-9th graders),
and $79 for junior counselors. We’ll be back to using the A-frame lodging we did our
first year at Calvin Crest. There are two options for registering, the old-fashioned
hard-copy way with forms found at the Communication Center, or on-line at https://forms.gle/L1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9 .
4) Preschool enrollment numbers are already looking up for next school year! Mrs.
Mullen is in need of a helper or teacher's aide in her classroom. Please speak to
Mrs. Mullen or Mr. Markgraf if you are interested or if you know of someone else who
might be!
5) Blood Drive FYI – The next drive at church will be Monday, August 22.
6) SOCCER CAMP For the second straight year, we are going to be hosting
a Soccer Camp on our campus. Tuesday-Thursday, July 19th-21st, from 9:3011:30, ANY kids ages preschool-incoming 6th graders are invited to join us to grow
in their soccer skills! The sign-up form can be found on our Facebook page or our
website. Some help will be needed with coaching and serving snacks/lunch to the
kiddos. If you're willing/able to help out, please speak with Aaron Markgraf.
7) Over the next couple of weeks, some drastic changes will be made to the south
hallway of our school. Some of those changes include painting the bathroom and
hallway walls. If you would be able to help at all with painting, please contact Scott
Uecker, Gary Jackson, or Aaron Markgraf. Schedules can be flexible.
8) EPIC (SP’s youth group led by Miss Lindemann) Shoe Drive! This summer EPIC
is doing a Shoe Drive Fundraiser. We are working with a company called Fund2Org
who will pay us to collect gently used and new shoes. The Shoe Drive will run from
July 17-September 17th. Our goal is to fill 100 bags or more with shoes. Any shoes
without tears or holes are acceptable including flip flops and cleats. Please no ski
boots or skates. Money that we make collecting shoes will go primarily towards
helping EPIC attend the next Youth Rally, but a percentage of the money will also go
towards the building project! Please spend some time before July looking through
closets and asking friends and family to help donate some shoes! Any questions,
contact Lisa Lindemann at 920-663-1892.
9) JULY’S UNIQUE COMMUNION SCHEDULE: Due to some unique scheduling and
circumstances, we’ll be having communion this morning and the weekend of July
30/31. We’ll get back to the 1st & 3rd Sundays for Communion in August.
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SOME FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 7/17 = Worship Service with Holy Communion, 9:00 AM
Fellowship, 10:15 AM
EPIC Shoe Drive
Monday, 7/18 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM
Tuesday, 7/19 = Executive Council, 6:00 PM
Wednesday, 7/20 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Thursday, 7/21 = Fountain Point Service, 10:00 AM
Saturday, 7/23 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM

Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman

Sunday, 7/24 = Special Campaign Celebration Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM

Church Cleaning Teams:
July 17 – Team 1 (Chad & Alicia Moyer, Kathy Janovec,
Bill & Sue Ulrich)
July 24 & July 31 – Team 2 (Darol Dusseau, Mike & Linda Mullen, Sarah Nelson,
Joel & Kathy Wiedeman)

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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