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Welcome to our worship here at St. Paul’s!  
 

We hope that you feel at home with us as we gather to worship our holy and merciful 
God, as well as to strengthen our faith through His Means of Grace, God’s Word and 
sacraments.  We pray that today’s worship service be a blessing to you, and 
strengthens your faith in our one and only Savior from sin!  If you are hard of hearing 
or seeing, there are large-print bulletins as well as amplification devices available in 
the narthex. Bathrooms are in the entryway across from the west car-port doors. 

 

What Do We Believe and Teach?  
 

In a very brief thumb-nail sketch, we are committed to holy Scriptures in their entirety, 
and do not believe we have the right or authority to pick and choose what we do or 
don’t want to believe from it.  We believe that ALL the Bible is God’s very Word to all 
of mankind which points to the only way to eternal salvation in heaven, namely through 
faith in Jesus.   
 

We believe that since it is God’s Word, in its original form, that it has no errors and is 
completely factual.  We believe in the triune God - God the Father who makes and 
preserves us; God the Son, who redeemed us with His holy blood; and God the Holy 
Spirit, who converts and strengthens our saving faith. 
 

If you have any questions about God’s Word, our congregation, or would appreciate 
some Scriptural insight for a personal dilemma, contact Pastor Hirsch.  As members 
of St. Paul’s, we’re here to serve any and all people with the Good News of Jesus!   
God bless our worship!! 

 
 

 

Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:    6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:     9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class 
 Monday:   6:30 PM  Sisters In Faith 
 Wednesday: 10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP             From Psalm 18. 
 

PH:  We ask the Lord to be with us as we join together to worship him. 
C:   He is the Father, the One who created and still preserves us; He is the Son, 

the One who died to save us; He is the Holy Spirit, the One who has given us 
life through His gift of faith. 

 

PH:  The LORD is our rock, our fortress and our deliverer.  We take refuge in Him. 
C:   He reached down from heaven and rescued us from our enemies—from sin, 

from death, and from the devil. 
  

PH:  Our God turns our darkness into light.  He raises the humble and brings down the 
proud. 

C: He gives me the shield of victory.  Let us listen as He speaks to us, and let us 
praise Him for His goodness.   

 

CHOIR       “I Will Sing Unto the Lord” 
 

CONFESSION of SINS        Please stand! 
 

PS:  As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another 
just as we are forgiven by God.  In the book of James we are told, “Confess your 
sins to each other and pray for one another so that you may be healed.”  As the 
body of Christ we unite our hearts in prayer: 

ALL:  Heavenly Father, I pray to you because I am troubled.  I have cut myself off 
from You and so many around me by the sins in my life.  I need Your 
forgiveness so that I may find healing for my sinful, wounded life and for the 
wounds I have caused others.  Today in the name of Jesus I pray:  Forgive me, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit and Your Gospel, renew my heart to live for 
You and those around me.  Amen. 

 

(Silent Meditation for Personal Confession) 
 

ABSOLUTION of SINS 
 

PS:  Dear friends, let us take all comfort in knowing that God does not treat us as our 
sins deserve.  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His 
love for those who fear Him, and who come to Him in humble penitence. 

ALL:  As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.  God gives each of us His personal promise - 
"Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  We have nothing to fear, 
since Jesus has redeemed us.  Our sins our forgiven through His sacrifice 
and death!  Let us now live our lives so that they reflect this repentance! 

 

 CHOIR         “At the Cross (Hallelujah)” 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY   
  

PS:  In the security of His promises, let us pray to the Lord.   
 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from You all 
they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy, and answer our prayer according to Your perfect wisdom. 
 

PS:  For the spread of Your life-giving Gospel throughout the world, that all who are 
lost in sin may be brought to faith in You, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C:  Christ, have mercy, and answer our prayer according to Your perfect wisdom. 
 

PS:  For patience and perseverance through the trials of this life, that we may not lose 
the hope of heaven as we await Your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C:  Lord, have mercy, and answer our prayer according to Your perfect wisdom. 
 

PS:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for You. 
C:  Dear Lord, strengthen our faith so that we live our lives to Your glory. 
 

PS:  We pray together. 
ALL:  Almighty God, You give the only wisdom and knowledge which lasts for 

eternity in heaven.  Help us to diligently study Your Word and to grow in all it 
teaches since it is the only source of that wisdom and knowledge which 
leads to eternal salvation with You.  Support and bless all who teach and all 
who learn this Word, that together we may know and follow Your ways, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

CHOIR      “Potter's Hand” 
 

A SCRIPTURE LESSON           1 Kings 8:54-66      Read by Pastor Hirsch 
Part of Solomon’s dedication for the new temple built to the glory of God! 

 
54 When Solomon had finished all these prayers and supplications to the LORD, he 

rose from before the altar of the LORD, where he had been kneeling with his hands 

spread out toward heaven. 55 He stood and blessed the whole assembly of Israel in a 

loud voice, saying: 
56 “Praise be to the LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he 

promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant 

Moses. 57 May the LORD our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he never 

leave us nor forsake us. 58 May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in obedience to him 

and keep the commands, decrees and laws he gave our ancestors. 59 And may these 

words of mine, which I have prayed before the LORD, be near to the LORD our God day 
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and night, that he may uphold the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel 

according to each day’s need, 60 so that all the peoples of the earth may know that 

the LORD is God and that there is no other. 61 And may your hearts be fully 

committed to the LORD our God, to live by his decrees and obey his commands, as at 

this time.” 
62 Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before 

the LORD. 63 Solomon offered a sacrifice of fellowship offerings to the LORD: twenty-

two thousand cattle and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep and goats. So the king 

and all the Israelites dedicated the temple of the LORD. 
64 On that same day the king consecrated the middle part of the courtyard in front of 

the temple of the LORD, and there he offered burnt offerings, grain offerings and the 

fat of the fellowship offerings, because the bronze altar that stood before the LORD was 

too small to hold the burnt offerings, the grain offerings and the fat of the fellowship 

offerings. 
65 So Solomon observed the festival at that time, and all Israel with him—a vast 

assembly, people from Lebo Hamath to the Wadi of Egypt. They celebrated it before 

the LORD our God for seven days and seven days more, fourteen days in all. 66 On the 

following day he sent the people away. They blessed the king and then went home, 

joyful and glad in heart for all the good things the LORD had done for his servant David 

and his people Israel. 
 
HYMN       #623, vss 1&2     “God the Father, Son, and Spirit” 
 

God the Father, Son, and Spirit,  
Ever-blessed Trinity, 
Humbly now our thanks we offer,  
All unworthy though we be. 
Freely you have showered blessings  
Countless as the ocean’s sands, 
Blessings rich and overflowing  
On the labors of our hands. 
 

Once you brought our fathers’ footsteps  
To this land we hold so dear, 
Lengthening the cords and curtains  
Of their habitation here, 
Strengthening your temple’s pillars  
As you have from age to age, 
Giving us, their sons and daughters,  
An abiding heritage. 
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THE FIRST MEDITATION          Acts 13:15-16a, 26-39        Pastor Schliewe 
 

PRIDE IN OUR PAST 
 

15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the leaders of the synagogue 

sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have a word of exhortation for the people, 

please speak.” 
16 Standing up, Paul motioned with his hand and said:  
26 “Fellow children of Abraham and you God-fearing Gentiles, it is to us that this 

message of salvation has been sent. 27 The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not 

recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the words of the prophets that are 

read every Sabbath. 28 Though they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they 

asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 When they had carried out all that was written 

about him, they took him down from the cross and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised 

him from the dead, 31 and for many days he was seen by those who had traveled with 

him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now his witnesses to our people. 
32 “We tell you the good news: What God promised our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled 

for us, their children, by raising up Jesus. As it is written in the second Psalm: 

“‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’ 
34 God raised him from the dead so that he will never be subject to decay. As God 

has said, 

“‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings promised to David.’ 
35 So it is also stated elsewhere:  “‘You will not let your holy one see decay.’ 
36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell 

asleep; he was buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom 

God raised from the dead did not see decay. 
38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of 

sins is proclaimed to you. 39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every 

sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.  
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THE PSALM         Psalm 67     Let’s sing the Psalm together! 
 

 
 
 

 

 
May God be gracious to us and bless us* 
  and make his face shine upon us; 
 
may your ways be known on earth,* 
  your salvation among all nations. 
 
May the nations be glad and sing for joy,* 
  for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
Then the land will yield its harvest,* 
  and God, our God, will bless us. 
 
God will bless us,* 
  and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
REFRAIN 
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THE SECOND MEDITATION           Revelation 7:9-17          Pastor Hirsch 
 

FAITH IN OUR FUTURE 
 

9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in 

their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 

who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.” 
11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, 12 saying: 

“Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and 

strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 
13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where 

did they come from?” 
14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, 

“they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; and 

he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence.  
16 ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst.  The sun will not beat 

down on them, nor any scorching heat.  
17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them 

to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’” 
 
HYMN       #623, vss 3&4     “God the Father, Son, and Spirit” 
 

Grant that we your Word may cherish   And its purity retain. 
Lord, unless you are the builder,   All our labor is in vain. 
Keep us from all pride and boasting,   Vanity and foolish trust, 
Knowing that our work without you   Soon will crumble into dust. 

 
God of grace and love and blessing,  Yours alone shall be the praise. 
Give us hearts to trust you truly,   Hands to serve you all our days. 
Lord, bestow your future blessing   Till we join the heav’nly host, 
There to praise and serve you ever,   Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
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WE CONFESS OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH   
 

I believe in the one true God, who reveals himself in the Bible as three persons: Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit.  He created everything that exists in the universe in six days, and 

He sustains and provides for this created world so that mankind has the opportunity to 

hear about and believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God the Son, who humbled himself to be born of the Virgin 

Mary, and to live the holy life that I cannot.  He offered himself as the complete 

sacrifice for my sin, and He rose victoriously from His grave guaranteeing that all my 

sins are forgiven.  Forty days after His resurrection, He physically left this earth by 

ascending back to His throne in heaven because His work here on earth is finished.  In 

heaven He rules with all power and authority and guides not only my life but the affairs 

of the whole world.  Someday He will return to Earth on Judgment Day to bring His 

faithful children to live with Him forever in heaven and send all unbelievers to eternity in 

hell. 

 

I believe in the God Holy Spirit, who has brought me to faith which makes me a child of 

God through faith and an heir of eternal life.  Through the power of the Gospel, He 

equips and strengthens me for selfless service, not only to my loving Savior Jesus, but 

also to all the people God has placed in my life. 

 

God’s Word teaches me about my need for a Savior, and I believe the Triune God – 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit – has accomplished everything for me to be saved.  Amen. 

 
THANK-OFFERING    
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 

located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too.  Thanks 

for your generous gifts!  God blesses a cheerful giver! 
 

II Corinthians 9:7  

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 
OUR THANK-OFFERING IS BROUGHT TO THE LORD         As the choir sings. 
 
CHOIR      “Shine Jesus Shine” 
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PRAYERS   
 

PS:  Heavenly Father, even in the world around us devastated by sin and torn apart by 
war, crime, and catastrophes, Your wisdom and glory still shines brightly through 
Your creation. 

C:  Thank You for the miracles of the created world around us that abundantly 
supplies everything to sustain our earthly lives.  Continue to provide for us 
through the wonders and miracles of the Earth around us. 

 

PH:  Gracious God, as wonderful as Your creation is, You’ve blessed us with a gift that 
shows Your love and power even better than that! 

C:  Thank You for sending Your Son to be our one and only Savior from sin!  
Even though there still are many consequences of sin in our lives, give us the 
strength and patience to endure them. 

 

PS:  Lord Jesus, there is nothing in this life more important than You.  Everywhere I 
turn there’s pressure and evil temptations to pursue and obtain only the selfish 
pleasures of my sinful nature. 

C:  Forgive me for all the times I’ve made the things and priorities of this world 
more important to me than You. Strengthen me by Your Spirit so that I set my 
mind on things above, and not earthly distractions. 

 

PH:  Heavenly Father, I do not want to sin against You by any of my thoughts, words or 
actions, but I am not able to perfectly resist evil temptations on my own. 

C:  Strengthen me when I am weak by the power of Your Word and the promise 
of grace through Jesus.  Help me to stand firm in my Savior Jesus. 

 

PS:  Dear Jesus, please hear and answer our private prayers according to Your perfect 
wisdom. 

 

Silent, personal prayer 
 

PS:  Lord of the world-wide Church and of our church-family we call St. Paul’s, guard 
and bless our Synod’s missionaries wherever they may be, and we also ask that 
You guide and bless our efforts here in Norfolk. Continue to build-up our own 
faiths, but also use and bless our school as we reach out and teach the love of 
Jesus to children and their families. 

ALL:  Almighty God, we at St. Paul’s give thanks to You for opportunities, past 
and present, to worship, study and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 

As we come together to commit ourselves to Your direction for our future, we 
lift our hearts in gratitude, O Lord, for all those who helped prepare the way 
for us – for their worship, devotion, service and care of this beloved church, 
school and property.  
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We pray that Your Holy Spirit will guide us in faith for the future. Trusting in 
Your love, help us to move forward with open and willing hearts so that we 
continue to grow and serve You to the glory of Your name. 

   
PS:  We ask these things in Jesus’ name, who has also taught us to pray… 
ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BLESSING      
 

CLOSING HYMN           #334     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

SUNG WITH THE CHOIR! 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Would you please join us for a time of fellowship and an 

opportunity to learn some more information about our school 

campaign?!  A pot-luck meal is ready to be served in the 

basement.  An informational video  will be shown to help 

explain what’s going on. 

 IT’D BE GREAT TO HAVE AS MANY AS POSSIBLE JOIN US 

DOWNSTAIRS!! 
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Paul Hirsch 
 Organist:  Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer 
 Radio Broadcasters:  Ron Kraemer 
 Video Tech:  Lisa Lindemann 
 Elder:  John Kouba  
 Ushers:  Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers 
 Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Hallie Spreeman (Sun.) 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Joel Wiedeman 
 Ushers:  Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson  
 Power Point:  Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Ben Sperry (Sun.) 

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 84; Sun. 9:00 AM – 153;  Total = 237 

Sunday Bible Class –  NA;  Wednesday Bible Class – 14 

 
St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord - General Fund, May 1, 2022 

Yearly Need YTD Need 
YTD 

Offerings 

YTD Need 
vs 

Offerings 

Last Week 
Received 

Weekly 
Need 

Difference 

$435,741.00  $360,721.61 $339,389.47 -$21,332.14 $17,510.00 $7,288.81 $10,221.19 

 
 

Announcements 
 
 

I would like to thank my church family for hosting the open house to celebrate 
my 85th birthday.  It was great to see so many friends and relatives, the cards 
and gifts were greatly appreciated.  For those who could not attend I received 
over 100 cards in the mail.  Thanks you to the WICS for helping the family 
serve.  Thank you to all.  Delmar Pufahl. 
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1)  Thanks to all those who’ve already signed up, but there’s still room for more 
volunteers to help with some food and refreshments for our Capital Campaign 
meetings. These meetings typically occur every two weeks with some other events 
scattered in between. Part of our responsibility as the Hospitality Team is to make sure 
that people feel welcome at these meetings and events and have some snacks or things 
to eat. This is where we need your help! 
 

We created a sign-up genius page for you to sign up if you can help!  There’s a hard-
copy sign-up sheet at the Communication center, or use the link below: 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a8ae2da2fec25-stpauls 
 

There is some more information in the description of the sign-up form. If you have any 
questions, please contact us: 
Amy Anderson (402)992-3267 or Yajaira Myers (402)841-8922. 
 

Thank you! 
 

2)  Preschool enrollment numbers are already looking up for next school year! Mrs. 
Mullen is in need of a helper or teacher's aide in her classroom. Please speak to 
Mrs. Mullen or Mr. Markgraf if you are interested or if you know of someone else who 
might be! 

 

3)  This summer Camp Messiah will be held a bit differently.  The dates are Wednesday 
(arrival) – Saturday (return), August 3-6, again at Camp Calvin Crest just south of 
Fremont.  The cost this year will be $89 regular campers (going into 5th-9th graders), 
and $79 for junior counselors.  We’ll be back to using the A-frame lodging we did our 
first year at Calvin Crest.  There are two options for registering, the old-fashioned 
hard-copy way with forms found at the Communication Center, or on-line at - 
https://forms.gle/L1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9 . 
 

4)  The Parkinson’s Support Group of Northeast Nebraska will be hosting a Zoom 
Teleconference with Dr. Diego R Torres-Russotto of the Movement Disorders Clinic 
at the University of Nebraska – Omaha on Tuesday May 10th at 10 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall basement. Members of St. Paul’s are invited to attend. Dr. Torres-
Russotto will be discussing various movement disorders, what causes them and 
what can be done to control them. A question & answer period is planned to allow 
interaction with Dr. Torres-Russotto. We hope to see you there. 

 

5)  Since there are various events happening with church on the next few Sundays and 
it’s also the end of the school-year, this year’s Sunday School is done for the time 
being.  We’ll get started up again in the Fall.  Thanks Hannah Markgraf for all your 
work to have this happen this year!! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48a8ae2da2fec25-stpauls
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FL1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Hz2N1c3eS3BjFKUlHMTeUr0Cn3aQOEPbUkEQ-yy8MqOCrINIGYJwAtUw&h=AT0osxtKztqvnJ9LTrh96umf2o60XPZjqY3lAdWfb-ObPyzMJUrqZDQsaKJSFGkbi_wqmVu8njmguCM4HT_2WyffuvEuHu3fMAQdjTOg6bkBtPDKDUAO2bypiQdh06vRkShjIg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3kfkxtj7T5DTRMQV4v-VQOnPTt544l8mkTN_shYZCrkdS3yn5umV8r7l09zkdtnmtEMxE6jng-CZIRoy-AhzBNhyLQv6Nd2j0LUbGKjWl5sptJlU9aGb2cUIbBIn8lpvdGH6lVQEqoWwEf1ewIvG3mpP885-cDomc
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Aid Continues to Ukraine 

 

We are in constant contact with the bishop (president) of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church 

(ULC). He reports that thus far no members of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church have lost 

their lives or been injured. Some of their homes have been damaged or destroyed. None 

of the ULC churches have been destroyed in the conflict, although three parsonages have 

been damaged. 
 

The bishop (whose congregation is in the capital city of Kyiv) has been staying outside of 

Kyiv for safety reasons. Last Sunday he was able to return to Kyiv temporarily to lead 

worship and to deliver much needed supplies of food and medicine. Yesterday he 

provided this report: “People were very happy to see each other again especially after 

recent missile attacks, although we did not have as many people at the worship service as 

on Easter. Shut-ins also rejoiced to be visited and communed and are grateful for the food 

aid received. Thank you very much! Many thanks to all brothers and sisters in WELS, to 

the U.S., and praise to the Lord!” 
 

Generous WELS donors have provided significant funds to enable the ULC to purchase 

supplies of clothing, food, and medicine. Those supplies are provided to refugees from 

different places around the country and for the people of the communities in which ULC 

congregations are located. Our synod has forwarded funds to the ULC upon its request. 

It’s important to note that these requests are coming to us in amounts that enable the ULC 

to purchase what is needed and what it can distribute. To date, $66,000 has been 

requested and sent directly to the ULC. We are ready to send more as soon as the ULC 

requests it. Another $100,000 has been sent to a reputable agency (Direct Relief) that is 

assisting Ukrainian refugees in Poland and other countries. We are also making plans to 

provide funds to our sister church in Bulgaria, which is caring for Ukrainian refugees 

arriving there. 
 

The synod is also ready to provide help to Ukrainian refugees who are able to come to the 

United States. Ukrainians who come to the U.S. as refugees need to work with the U.S. 

State Department, and we are looking for ways to assist in that process. 
 

We are also looking forward to the day when the war is over and resettlement and 

rebuilding can begin. Because of the generosity of WELS members, we believe that some 

of the funds already given will be able to be used for those efforts. 
 

Serving with you in Christ, 

WELS President Mark Schroeder 
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Pastors Attend Celebration of Ministry Retreats 
 

Another successful year 

of Celebration of 

Ministry retreats is 

complete. From April 

25–29, Grow in Grace, 

the institute for 

continuing education at 

Wisconsin Lutheran 

Seminary, Mequon, 

Wis., hosted more than 

400 people for the ninth 

annual retreat. Four 

retreats were held at the Drury Plaza Hotel on the Riverwalk in San Antonio, Texas, for 

pastors who are celebrating 3, 10, 25, and 35 years since graduating from the seminary. 

After a two-year hiatus caused by the pandemic, it was a blessing to be able to again offer 

encouragement and support for pastors and their wives in this way. 

 

These retreats build relationships with ministry peers and offer encouragement through 

worship, Bible studies, workshops, and presentations. Bible study topics covered Ezekiel, 

the pastoral epistles, Psalms, and Colossians. Separate and joint workshops were offered 

for pastors and their wives and covered topics such as time management, caring for 

others and yourself, focusing on your own gifts, and financial challenges and 

opportunities. 

 

Though these workshops and Bible studies are a key part of the retreats, fellowship with 

classmates, worship services, and a beautiful location also play a part in the experience. 

 

When Grow in Grace initially began the Celebration of Ministry retreats, only pastors 

celebrating 10 years since graduation and their wives attended. In more recent years, the 

event has included pastors celebrating three years; 25 years; and, in 2018, 35 years since 

graduation. 

 

The 2023 retreat plans are already underway, with the retreats set to take place in San 

Antonio from April 12–14 for the Seminary graduating classes of 1988, 1998, 2013, and 

2020. 
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 5/8 = Campaign Kick-Off Worship Service, 9:00 AM  
Campaign Potluck Brunch, 10:15 AM 

    
Monday, 5/9 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM 
 
Tuesday, 5/10 = Parkinson’s Meeting, 10:00 AM 

Primary Election Poll at St. Paul’s  
 
Wednesday, 5/11 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
          
Saturday, 5/14 = Worship Service with Communion, 6:30 PM                 

            Organist:  Mrs. Shannon Spreeman 
 
Sunday, 5/15 = Worship Service with Communion, 9:00 AM (Praise Choir sings) 

Fellowship, 10:15 AM 
 
 
 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
May 8 – Team 2 (Darol Dusseau, Mike & Linda Mullen, Sarah Nelson, Joel & 

Kathy Wiedeman) 
May 15 & May 22 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist,  

Jim & Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba) 
 

 
 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

Pastor Paul Hirsch      Principal Aaron Markgraf 
(402) 649-9268       (920) 248-2223 
pahirschki@gmail.com     amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 
Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
stpls.office@gmail.com 
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