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Times to Formally Gather around the Gospel: 
 

 Saturday:    6:30 PM Worship Service 
 Sunday:    9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Cl 
        Monday:      6:30 PM  Sisters-In-Faith…women’s faith and fellowship time, at 
        church narthex 
 Wednesday:  10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement) 
 

The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,  
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.   

These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube. 
 

 

IT’S GREAT TO JOIN WITH YOU AS WE WORSHIP OUR LORD 

THIS EASTER SEASON! 
 

In our service we’ll be doing three things: praising God for all His blessings through 

our words and songs, confessing our sins and being reminded of His forgiveness and 

grace, and then also using His Gospel to grow and be strengthened in faith.   

 

We have a two-fold purpose here at St. Paul’s, to strengthen faith of Christians who 

already belong to this congregation through Word and sacraments, and also to reach 

out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to those around us who may not know what Jesus 

has accomplished for all mankind - forgiveness of their sins through faith! 

 

PRIVATE PRAYER:  Father, You know the multitude of sins I have committed in my 

life and even this past week. Help me hate my sin more and grow in grace as I 

contemplate what Christ has done to forgive me and free me from sin’s death grip. 

Open the eyes of my heart to see the glorious hope we have in Christ, Your love for 

all of the saints, and Your power at work in us who believe (Ephesians 1:18-21). 

Cause my heart to burn within me as we worship You in word and song, and as we 

grow in and apply the Gospel. 
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The Order of Worship:    Based on CW p. 38,    “Service of the Word” 
 
Hymn       #612     “Praise to God, Immortal Praise” 
 
Invocation   
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you. 
 
Confession of Sins 

 
P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways 
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all our sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed our guilt forever. We are his own 
dear children! May God give us strength to live according to His will. 

C: Amen. 
 
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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The Prayer of the Day        
 

P:  Let us pray.   
 

Almighty God, every good and perfect gift we have comes from You. Encourage us 
to think about those things that are true to Your Word, and desire things in our lives 
that are good for the soul, that we may always make our prayers and decisions 
according to Your gracious will; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

The First Scripture Lesson     Rev 21:9-14,22,23 
The center of the Church is the Lamb, our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the source of the 
glory enjoyed by the saints of heaven. This same Lamb will continue to be with us now, 
and will finally bring us into that glory. 
 

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 

plagues came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the 

Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and 

showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It shone 

with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a 

jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve 

angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and 

three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the 

names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 

22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 

Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.  
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The Psalm        Psalm 65      Let’s sing the Psalm responsively!   
 

 
 

Praise awaits you, O God,* 
you call forth songs of joy. 

 
You care for the land and water it;* 

you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 
 
The streams of God are filled with water* 

to provide the people with grain. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
You crown the year with your bounty,* 

and your carts overflow with abundance. 
 
The grasslands of the desert overflow;* 

the hills are clothed with gladness. 
 
The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled with grain;* 

they shout for joy and sing. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
REFRAIN 
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The Second Scripture Lesson      John 14:23-29 
Jesus promises to give us peace, not as peace that the world offers and tries to give, but 
peace through the Holy Spirit’s gift and faith! 
 

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love 

them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not 

love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong 

to the Father who sent me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 

everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 

give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you 

loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than 

I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 

believe.  
 
Hymn        #177     “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” 
 
The Sermon Meditation          Acts 14:8-22 
 

A Miracle Opens the Door for the Gospel 
1. The Word of God Works two Miracles 

2. The Miracles Create an Opportunity to Witness 
 

8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birth and had 

never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw 

that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man 

jumped up and began to walk. 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian 

language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called 

Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of 

Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates 

because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and 

rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are 

only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these 

worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and 

everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not 

left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven 
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and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with 

joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to 

them. 
19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They 

stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead. 20 But after the 

disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day 

he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 
21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then 

they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and 

encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to 

enter the kingdom of God,” they said. 
 
Confession of Faith          The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
The Thank-Offering    
 

If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate 
located in the back of church.  Scanning this QR code works too.  
Thanks for your generous gifts!  God blesses a cheerful giver! 
 
Malachi 3:10   Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and 
see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 
 

Thank-Offering Prayer & Hymn     
 
God of all grace, we can never fully repay You for all Your blessings given to us.  As 
we give You our financial gifts, help us to faithfully use all the gifts You have given us.  
Thank You for giving each of us the power of Your Spirit as we live to Your glory.  You 
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have given each of us different gifts to serve You and Your church.  May we faithfully 
serve You financially with our thankful giving, and spiritually through our selfless 
service.  Amen. 

 

Our thank-offerings are brought to the Lord as we sing! 
 

#484     “Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly” 
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Prayers & Lord’s Prayer   
 

Almighty God, we at St. Paul’s give thanks to You for opportunities, past and 
present, to worship, study and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 

As we come together to commit ourselves to Your direction for our future, we lift 
our hearts in gratitude, O Lord, for all those who helped prepare the way for us – 
for their worship, devotion, service and care of this beloved church, school and 
property.  
 
We pray that Your Holy Spirit will guide us in faith for the future. Trusting in Your 
love, help us to move forward with open and willing hearts so that we continue to 
grow and serve You to the glory of Your name. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Benediction   
 

P:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 

 
 

Closing Hymn      #332    “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
 

WELS Connection 
 
 
 
 
 



9 
 

 

Serving In the Lord’s House Today 
 

 Worship Leader:  Pastor Richard Schliewe 
       Organist:  Mrs. Karen Pufahl 
 Radio Broadcasters:  Ron Kraemer 
 Video Tech:  Chad Moyer 
 Elder:  Curt Dinkel 
 Greeter:  Kelly Dinkel 
       Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse  
       Power Point:  Weinrichs (Sat.), Carter Goeden (Sun.) 
 

SERVING NEXT WEEK 
 Elder:  Gary Bretschneider 
 Ushers:   
       Power Point:  Lisa Lindemann (Sat.), Katrina Moyer (Sun.) 

 

 

Worshipping the Lord 
Last Week’s Attendance:  Sat. 6:30 PM – 38; Sun. 9:00 AM – 121;  Total = 159 

Sunday Bible Class –  NA;   Wednesday Bible Class – 10 
 
 

A Humble , Gentle Reminder! 

Please keep in mind how our congregation’s budgeted General 

Fund is different and separate from any funds gathered for our 

capital campaign building project.  As You’re carefully determining 

your thank-offering to the Lord, please remember that the General 

Fund pays day to day bills and is absolutely essential for our daily 

operation, and that any funds given toward the campaign need to 

be above and beyond what is needed for the General Fund.   

 

It’s been stated accurately in a previous meeting, that if a person is 

donating to the campaign at the expense of the General Fund, 

please continue to give your regular amount to the General Fund.  

It can be easy to think that offerings toward a new school is more 

fun and exciting, but just as important, if not more, is staying 

current with regular budget.  May God bless our generous giving!! 
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PRIDE in our Past  FAITH in our Future 
 

On May 23, 1866, fifty-three wagons, with forty-two families consisting of about one 

hundred twenty-five people left Ixonia, WI for the Nebraska Territory.  Each wagon had 

to be drawn by four oxen, and each family also brought along some cows and sheep.  In 

1866, May 23 was a Wednesday.  By the weekend they had traveled 19 miles of the 610 

mile journey.  On this 156th anniversary of the beginning of the wagon train, may we 

thank and praise our gracious Lord for bringing the good news of Jesus to the north fork 

of the Elkhorn River region.  May God continue to strengthen and use us in our ministry 

to proclaim Jesus. 

 

Announcements 
 

1)  There are new Meditations available at the Communication Center. 
 
2)  Preschool enrollment numbers are already looking up for next school year! Mrs. 

Mullen is in need of a helper or teacher's aide in her classroom. Please speak to 
Mrs. Mullen or Mr. Markgraf if you are interested or if you know of someone else who 
might be! 

 
3)  This summer Camp Messiah will be held a bit differently.  The dates are Wednesday 

(arrival) – Saturday (return), August 3-6, again at Camp Calvin Crest just south of 
Fremont.  The cost this year will be $89 regular campers (going into 5th-9th graders), 
and $79 for junior counselors.  We’ll be back to using the A-frame lodging we did our 
first year at Calvin Crest.  There are two options for registering, the old-fashioned 
hard-copy way with forms found at the Communication Center, or on-line at - 
https://forms.gle/L1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9 . 
 

4)  Since there are various events happening with church on the next few Sundays and 
it’s also the end of the school-year, this year’s Sunday School is done for the time 
being.  We’ll get started up again in the Fall.  Thanks Hannah Markgraf for all your 
work to have this happen this year!! 

 
5)  Blood Drive FYI – The regularly scheduled blood-drive here at church on June 27 

has been cancelled.  The next one scheduled at church will be August 22. 
 
 
 

 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FL1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Hz2N1c3eS3BjFKUlHMTeUr0Cn3aQOEPbUkEQ-yy8MqOCrINIGYJwAtUw&h=AT0osxtKztqvnJ9LTrh96umf2o60XPZjqY3lAdWfb-ObPyzMJUrqZDQsaKJSFGkbi_wqmVu8njmguCM4HT_2WyffuvEuHu3fMAQdjTOg6bkBtPDKDUAO2bypiQdh06vRkShjIg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3kfkxtj7T5DTRMQV4v-VQOnPTt544l8mkTN_shYZCrkdS3yn5umV8r7l09zkdtnmtEMxE6jng-CZIRoy-AhzBNhyLQv6Nd2j0LUbGKjWl5sptJlU9aGb2cUIbBIn8lpvdGH6lVQEqoWwEf1ewIvG3mpP885-cDomc
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK: 
 

Sunday, 5/22 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM  
NO Coffee / Bible Study 

 
Monday, 5/23 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM 
 
Tuesday, 5/24 = Men’s Softball Game, 8:30 PM (Field 1) 
         Men’s Softball Game, 9:30 PM (Field 2) 
 
Wednesday, 5/25 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM 

     Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM 
          
Saturday, 5/28 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM       Organist:  Mrs. Alicia Moyer 

 
Sunday, 5/29 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM  

Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM 
 
Monday, 5/30 = Memorial Day! 
    
    

 

Church Cleaning Teams: 
May 22 – Team 3 (Loren & Marianne Bloomquist,  
Jim & Diane Herbolsheimer, John & Sarah Kouba) 

May 29 & June 5 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,  
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, JoAnn Winter) 

 

 
 

 

St. Paul’s Contact Information 
 

 Pastor Paul Hirsch     Principal Aaron Markgraf 
 (402) 649-9268      (920) 248-2223 
 pahirschki@gmail.com    amarkgraf@stpls.com 
 

 Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary   St. Paul’s Website:  www.stpls.com 
 School Office:  (402) 371-1233  WELS Website:  www.wels.net 
 stpls.office@gmail.com  
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