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Welcome! Greetings to our members and visitors.
We hope that you all feel welcome as part of our church family. It’s our prayer that today’s worship
and message be a blessing to you, and if you don’t have a current church home, please feel free to
call Pastor Hirsch if you have any questions or would like a visit. Jesus died for the sins of all people,
so we here at St. Paul’s, pastor, teachers and members, are here to serve all with that message of
forgiveness through our Lord and Savior.
St. Paul’s has been growing in and sharing the Gospel of Jesus here in Norfolk since 1866. Our mission
is to strengthen the faith of current members, as well as to reach out into the community and the
world with this Gospel! To carry this out, we believe and teach...
 That the Bible is the perfect and infallible Word of God, the only foundation for Christian
faith and life;
 That in the Bible, the Lord God revealed, through the prophets and apostles, that the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit is the true and living God;
 That all people have disobeyed and sinned against God’s holy will, fall short of keeping His
commands, and therefore deserve eternal punishment in hell;
 That Jesus Christ came into the world to deliver all people from this guilt and punishment of
sin, and that He lived and died as the only perfect Substitute for all people;
 That there will be a “Last Day” when Jesus will return to judge all people, those alive as well
as those who’ve died. He will take all those who trust in Him to eternal life.
As members of St. Paul’s, we join with over 1200 congregations of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod (WELS), and through our collective offerings with them, carry on a world-wide Gospel ministry
in all 50 states and 26 countries.

TODAY’S SERVICE THEME…

This evening we focus on the Bible doctrine of “The Trinity” which says three persons (Father, Son
and Holy Spirit) make up one God. Those three persons are equal in their power and authority and
importance for the salvation of sinners.
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THE ORDER of WORSHIP
WORSHIP DIALOGUE
P: Open our hearts and lips, O Lord:
C: So that we praise You through the words we speak and the songs we sing!
P: O God, come to us who are gathered in Your holy name.
C: O Lord, guide us as we give You our thanks and praise for all the blessings
You give us.
P: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
C: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: We praise God the Father…
C: Who creates and preserves our earthly lives…
P: We praise God the Son, Jesus…
C: Who redeemed us from our sins through His holy life, innocent death, and
glorious resurrection.
P: We praise God the Holy Spirit…
C: Who sanctifies us through the power of the Gospel which we have in the
Word and sacraments.
P: Let us praise our Triune God!
C: We praise all three persons, father, Son, and Holy Spirit, because they have
accomplished everything for our salvation!
HYMN

#239

“Glory Be to God the Father”

THE CONFESSION OF SINS & ABSOLUTION
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ! Whoever denies or tries to hide his sins never does
have true peace. But whoever confesses and repents of those sins finds mercy and
forgiveness in the love and grace of our merciful triune God! Therefore, let us
confess our sins to the Lord!
ALL: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love. Surely I have
been a sinner from birth, sinful even from the time my mother conceived me. I
know some of the sins I have committed against You and those around me, but
many of my sins are only known to You. Dear Lord God, I am sorry for all my
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sins, and I ask You to forgive me. For Jesus’ sake, turn Your face away from
my sins and remove all my guilt.
P: God’s sacred Scripture tells us: “...the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all
sin” (1 John 1:7). This is the Good News of God’s Gospel! According to the promise
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in obedience to His Word, I forgive you all your sins and
assure you that your guilt has been removed by our Savior’s blood sacrifice! There is
now no damnation for those who have faith in Christ Jesus! May the peace of Jesus’
forgiveness be with us all! Amen.
ALL: Because we know our sins are forgiven, and out of thanks to our Savior
God, we commit ourselves to change the sinful lifestyles we’ve just confessed,
and we join with Saint Paul as he writes to his friend Titus – “[Jesus] gave
himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a
people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”
RESPONSE TO OUR FORGIVENESS

#192
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“Triune God, Oh Be Our Stay”

THE FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON

Romans 5:1-5
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Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this
grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only
so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us
to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit, who has been given to us.
Early in the 4th century, a north African pastor named Arius began teaching that Jesus
Christ was not really God. In response to this false teaching, the Nicene Creed was
written in the Christian church in 325 AD, which heavily concentrates on the fact that
Jesus is indeed true God. Toward the end of the 5th century, another creed (a
statement of belief) was written in response to a false teaching concerning the
doctrine and divine “mystery” of the Trinity. Originally, this creed was believed to have
been written by a man named Athanasius, a fourth-century opponent of Arius, but on
closer investigation, it is clear it was written long after Athanasius, yet we retain the
title.
THE ATHANASIAN CREED - Part 1
PASTOR: Whoever wishes to be saved, must above all else, hold to the true Christian
faith.
ALL: Whoever does not keep this faith pure in all points will certainly perish
forever.
P: Now this is the true Christian faith: We worship one God in three persons and three
persons in one God, without mixing the persons or dividing the divine being.
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WOMEN: For each person - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit - is distinct,
but the deity of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and
coeternal in majesty.
ALL: What the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit. The Father is
uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; the Father infinite,
the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; The Father is eternal, the Son eternal,
the Holy Spirit eternal; yet they are not three who are eternal, but there is one
who is eternal, just as they are not three who are uncreated, not three who
are infinite, but there is one who is uncreated and one who is infinite.
P: In the same way the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is
almighty; yet they are not three who are almighty, but there is one who is almighty.
MEN: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; yet they are
not three Gods, but one God. So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy
Spirit is Lord; yet they are not three Lords, but one Lord.
WOMEN: For just as Christian truth compels us to confess each person
individually to be God and Lord, so the Christian faith forbids us to speak of
three Gods or three Lords.
P: The Father is neither made nor created nor begotten of anyone. The Son is neither
made nor created, but is begotten of the Father alone. The Holy Spirit is neither
made nor created nor begotten, but proceeds from the Father and the Son. So
there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not
three Holy Spirits.
ALL: And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater or
inferior, but all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that in every way,
as stated before, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God and one
God worshiped in three persons. Whoever wishes to be saved must have
this conviction of the Trinity.
THE SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON

John 16:12-15

“I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he,
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He
will glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to
you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive
from me what he will make known to you.”
12
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THE ATHANASIAN CREED - Part 2
P: It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus
Christ also took on human flesh.
ALL: Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man.
MEN: He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and He is man,
born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with rational
soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to His deity, less than the Father
as to His humanity;
WOMEN: and though He is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but
one, one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into
God; one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;
for just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man
are one in Christ.
P: He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty,
and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.
ALL: At His coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their
personal deeds. Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those
who have done evil will go into eternal fire. This is the true Christian faith.
Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot be saved.
HYMN

#262

“All Glory Be to God Alone”

SERMON MEDITATION

Numbers 6:22-27

SEE HOW RICHLY BLESSED WE ARE TO KNOW THE TRIUNE GOD!
The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to
bless the Israelites. Say to them:
24
“‘“The LORD bless you and keep you;
25
the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
26
the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’
27
“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”
22
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MEDITATION RESPONSE

#272

“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”

THE OFFERING
If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate
located in the back of church. Scanning this QR code works too!
AN OFFERING PRAYER

Spoken together

Lord Jesus Christ, thank You that you have plans for me that are for my good and Your
glory. You said, “Give, and it will be given to you; for in the same measure as you give,
it will be given to you again.” We give to You today as a response to Your goodness to
us. We ask that You receive our offerings and continue to supply all our needs. May
Your peace be in our hearts, Your grace be in our words, Your love be in our hands
and Your joy be in our souls. In your mighty name we pray. Amen.
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AN OFFERING HYMN

#610

“Now Thank We All Our God”

Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, In whom his world rejoices,
Who from our mother’s arms Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love And still is ours today.
All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns With them in highest heaven,
The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore!
For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore.
OUR PRAYERS
P: Almighty God, we at St. Paul’s give thanks to You for opportunities, past and
present, to worship, study and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.
As we come together to commit ourselves to Your direction for our future, we lift our
hearts in gratitude, O Lord, for all those who helped prepare the way for us – for
their worship, devotion, service and care of this beloved church, school and
property.
We pray that Your Holy Spirit will guide us in faith for the future. Trusting in Your
love, help us to move forward with open and willing hearts so that we continue to
grow and serve You to the glory of Your name.
P: Our Father who art in heaven.
ALL: Heavenly Father, we praise You that through faith You have adopted us as
Your forgiven children. We boldly come to You, in Jesus’ name, as dear
children come to a loving father.
P: Hallowed be Thy Name.
ALL: We pray that Your holy name, which is revealed only by Scripture, is
honored and respected by the faithful use and teaching of that pure Word.
Bless the preaching of Your Word throughout the world so that more people
everywhere will call on Your name for salvation.
P: Thy kingdom come.
ALL: We thank You for ruling in our hearts by the power of Your word which has
created faith in our hearts. Preserve and strengthen us in faith in our Savior,
Your Son, so that Your rule may continue to guide our daily lives.
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P: Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
ALL: Overthrow the will of the devil, the unbelieving world, and our sinful
nature. May Your will for the salvation of souls be accomplished through the
work of the Holy Spirit as we ourselves share the message of Your love and
grace.
P: Give us this day our daily bread.
ALL: We admit that by ourselves we could not survive even this daily earthly
life. We thank You for all the physical blessings which we use to sustain the
times of grace You have given us. Help us to remember that those gifts come
only from You, and strengthen us to trust You more and more for those gifts.
P: Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
ALL: Thank You for forgiving our own huge debt of sin, and may that same love
and forgiveness be shown and given by me to all those around me in my life.
P: And lead us not into temptation.
ALL: You use the trials and challenges in my life in order to test me and my
faith. Always lead me as I use Your Word to guide and remind me of Your
divine purpose and power over the devil, the sinful world, and my own sinful
flesh.
P: But deliver us from evil.
ALL: Please remove anything in our lives which may physically or spiritually
harm us or our loved ones, and finally take us to heaven where we will live
with You in perfect joy and happiness.
P: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
ALL: You alone are our perfect and holy King, and we pray for all these things
trusting in Your gracious care. We know You hear and answer all our prayers
as only You know how, trusting Your infinite wisdom. You hear, and we ask,
through Jesus Your Son. Amen.
THE BLESSING
THE CLOSING HYMN
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“Alleluia! Let Praise Ring”
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Richard Schliewe
Organist: Mrs. Alicia Moyer
Radio Broadcasters: Glynn Grebe & Lee Grebe
Video Tech: Lisa Lindemann
Elder: Miles Spreeman
Ushers: Eric Nunnenkamp & Joe Myers
Power Point: Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Flor Koinzan (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: Ron Kraemer
Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson
Power Point: Lisa Lindemann (Sat.), Carter Goeden (Sun.)

Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 52; Sun. 9:00 AM – 104; Total = 156
Sunday Bible Class – 19; Wednesday Bible Class – 15

St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord - General Fund, June 4 & 5, 2022
Yearly Need

YTD Need

YTD
Offerings

YTD Need
vs
Offerings

Last Week
Received

Weekly
Need

Difference

$435,741.00

$410,516.14

$374,898.30

-$35,617.84

$6,925.50

$7,677.14

-$751.64

Announcements
1) WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION FOR JULY: Due to a number of circumstances (family
travels & County Fair) things will be a bit different in July. After discussion with the
Elders, in order to allow Pastor Hirsch to attend a couple of family weddings in WI
the first two weekends of July, Seminarian Collin Rixe (son of Pastor Rodney Rixe)
was asked if he’d be comfortable leading the July 2/3 services since both Pastors
Schliewe & Lindke will be occupied that weekend. Collin has been gracious and kind
and is willing to help, calling it good practice for the future!
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With that in mind, since July 2/3 is the first Sunday of the month, a normal
Communion Sunday, we’ll be simplifying things for Collin that weekend, and since
the County Fair service is Sunday, July 10, it was decided to offer Communion on
Sundays, July 17 & 31, getting back to the regular schedule in August. That means
we’d be having the Lord’s Supper two weekends in a row, July 30/31 & August 6/7.
2) Our St. Paul’s congregational budget meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June
28, 6:00 PM at church. The plan is to have copies of the budget available well
before the 28th so folks have the opportunity to peruse numbers well before that
Tuesday night…ask questions if needed, but hopefully saving some time on 6/28.
3) Preschool enrollment numbers are already looking up for next school year! Mrs.
Mullen is in need of a helper or teacher's aide in her classroom. Please speak to
Mrs. Mullen or Mr. Markgraf if you are interested or if you know of someone else who
might be!
4) This summer Camp Messiah will be held a bit differently. The dates are Wednesday
(arrival) – Saturday (return), August 3-6, again at Camp Calvin Crest just south of
Fremont. The cost this year will be $89 regular campers (going into 5th-9th graders),
and $79 for junior counselors. We’ll be back to using the A-frame lodging we did our
first year at Calvin Crest. There are two options for registering, the old-fashioned
hard-copy way with forms found at the Communication Center, or on-line at https://forms.gle/L1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9 .
5) Blood Drive FYI – The regularly scheduled blood-drive here at church on June 27
has been cancelled. The next one scheduled at church will be August 22.
6) VBS at Trinity, Hoskins: June 13-16 9:00 - 11:30 AM We have classes for 3 year
olds who are potty-trained to children who are entering 6th grade. Please register by
email at this address - school@trinityinhoskins.com
7) Flowers at Cemetery Please have all flowers and decorations at the cemetery
that are not in metal vases removed by Sunday, June 12th, to allow for mowing and
upkeep. Any left after this date will be disposed of. Solar lights can stay. The
Cemetery Committee thanks you for your cooperation.
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THE SEVEN PROVINCES OF COSTA RICA
This past March I visited a number of our Academia Cristo students in Costa
Rica. The last time WELS missionaries had been in the country was in March
2018, and even then, only briefly. We traveled there mainly to get to Nicaragua.
A short stop. We didn’t have very much online student activity yet in Costa Rica.
But, four years later, the focus was Costa Rica. A lot more students and a lot
more activity!
For example, I’d like to introduce you to
Pedro and María, who live in the capital
of San José.
María and Pedro downloaded
our Academia Cristo app in late 2020.
They watched all 38 self-study videos in
the App. When they finished those
foundation lessons, they were invited to
sign up for live, online classes. They
successfully finished all 13 live classes
in 2021 and loved what they had
learned. After a thorough review of the doctrinal points with me, we welcomed
María and Pedro as our new brother and sister in the faith.

Pedro and María were ready for the next level of Academia Cristo classes. They
were now Lutherans and they wanted to share that message with others. For
these students, we start training them to start what we are calling “planting
groups,” which, if the Lord blesses their efforts, will eventually become more
established congregations.
One of the tools we use to help these new leaders make plans and takes steps
toward their goals are monthly goal setting meetings, usually online. We study a
portion of the Bible together and then we talk about their dreams for their ministry
efforts and we discuss what small steps they can take before our next meeting.
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It’s nice to talk about their dreams during an in-person visit because you get to
spend much more time together. Pedro, María, and I did just that. They invited
me into their house. We studied the Bible. We walked around their neighborhood.
We met up with other Academia Cristo students. We visited their family and
another family who would like to start a congregation one day. Lots of time
together.
As I listened, I heard a theme that I could tell was Pedro and María’s dream for
the ministry in Costa Rica. They kept saying, “We want Academia Cristo to be in
all seven provinces of Costa Rica.” There it was! The big dream. The hope and
prayer of a couple excited about the gospel.
So we wrote it down on the document that has their goals and next steps on it.
“THE SEVEN PROVINCES OF COSTA RICA”
We review this goal every month and pray
about it together. Then we discuss the next
steps they can take to help achieve it. Step
by step. Aiming for that goal.
May the Lord bless Pedro and María and
other Costa Ricans as they start their
groups and work to reach all those seven
provinces of Costa Rica.
Written by Rev. Nathan Schulte, world
missionary on the Latin America mission team.

ALL BECAUSE OF ONE REFERRAL
To steal a quote from Colonel Smith of The A-Team, “I love it when a plan comes
together.”
WELS Military Services Committee has a plan to help military members receive
religious services on base. Marine Corps Recruit, David, followed the plan.
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It started with a simple text. “Hey Pastor Schulz, this is David. I’ll be in San Diego
for Bootcamp starting August 26. I’m under the impression that you are my
contact pastor that can visit me during basic?” He was correct. I was the Military
Contact Pastor. But to visit him on base was going to be up to him.
Fortunately, there is a specific document
at welscongregationalservices.net/military-contact-pastor. It is titled: How to have
religious services on base. Recruit David followed all the steps.
A few weeks later a Religious Program Specialist (RP) from Marine Corps
Recruit Depot – San Diego called me and told me there was a recruit who
requested Holy Communion. I was able to get on base and have a devotion and
Holy Communion with Recruit David! I love it when a plan comes together!
But there was much more to the plan than I could have ever dreamed. As I was
leaving that day, one of the RP’s pulled me to the side. “You are a Lutheran
pastor. We don’t currently offer a Lutheran service on base. Would you want to
start one?”
Since then, I have been leading a worship service on base every Sunday
morning. An average of 30 Recruits and Marines attend every week. Because it
is a training depot, there is constant turnover. The thirty in attendance are
different Recruits and Marines every six weeks! Only a handful have been
WELS. Many of the others haven’t been to church in a long time, and some
never have. But all in attendance hear the gospel of Jesus Christ!
And this amazing blessing all started because of one referral. I love it when a
plan comes together! And I love it even more when God grants his blessings
upon that plan! To God be the glory!
By Rev. Paul Schulz, pastor at Risen Savior, Chula Vista, Calif.
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 6/12 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Monday, 6/13 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM
Tuesday, 6/14 = Parkinson’s Meeting, 10:00 AM
Men’s Softball Game, 7:30 PM (Field 1 – Sacred Heart Orange)
Men’s Softball Game, 9:30 PM (Field 2 – Our Savior Gospel)
Wednesday, 6/15 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Thursday, 6/16 = Fountain Point Service, 10:00 AM
Saturday, 6/18 = Worship Service with Holy Communion, 6:30 PM
Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman
Sunday, 6/19 = Father’s Day!
Worship Service with Holy Communion, 9:00 AM
Fellowship, 10:15 AM

Church Cleaning Teams:
June 12 & June 19 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger,
Rick & Diane Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman)
June 26 & July 3 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg,
Daniel & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter)

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website:
www.wels.net
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