Sunday, June 19, 2022
The 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church
1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska
Office & Website:
(402)371-1233 www.stpls.com

We welcome all worshiping God in this service!
We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today! If you need any help,
please don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers. Restrooms are located in the
narthex, across from the car-port entrance on the west side of the church. A
cry/changing room with a live-stream is also available in that same area.

St. Paul’s is a member of the WELS…the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
Just what is that?!?!
Wisconsin – In 1849, a group of Christians first joined together for like-minded Gospel
ministry in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area. Today, although our name only says
“Wisconsin,” WELS congregations exist in all fifty states and in more than 25 countries.
Evangelical – This word simply means “good news.” The “Good News” of God’s love
through Jesus is the heart of our faith and teaching.
Lutheran – In 16th century Europe, the church had strayed away from the Scriptures,
and was teaching that a person is saved by his/her good works. A man named Martin
Luther worked to return to the basic Biblical truths that a person is saved by grace
alone, through faith alone, which comes by Scripture alone. Our congregation
continues to build on these three Biblical truths.
Synod – This word means “walking together.” For over 150 years, St. Paul’s has been
blessed as part of a church body, a synod, which consists of over 1,200 congregations,
“walking together” in the same faith and the same ministry of sharing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

A Personal Prayer Before Worship:
Gracious and merciful Father, thank You for the privilege of being a guest in Your
house today. You come to us in Word and sacrament, and have removed the guilt
of our sins through Your Son, Jesus. Thank You for this peace and forgiveness,
as well as the joy of singing Your praise with my Christian brothers and sisters!
Send us all home again, inspired to love You more and serve You better in the days
ahead! Amen.
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TODAY’S SERVICE THEME…
Jesus’ Mercy Is for All People of All Nations

Opening Hymn

#227

“Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs”

Worship Dialogue
WL (Worship Leader): We begin our worship in the name of our triune God.
C: We begin in the name of God the Father who created and preserves my
life, in the name of God the Son who has redeemed me from my sins, and
in the name of God the Holy Spirit who creates and strengthens my faith.
WL: O Lord, open my lips,
C: So that I share Your praise and glory with those around me.
WL: Give glory to God, who loves us with an everlasting love.
C: Let us worship Him through the words we speak and the songs we sing!
WL: Give glory to God, who gives salvation through His Son!
C: Let us worship our Savior throughout the week as we live our lives at
work and at home. May the light of salvation shine through us in all we
say and do, as we live and work with the people around us!
WL: We are gathered to worship the God who made us and who loves us, the God
who forgives us through Jesus, and who feeds our faith through the Gospel.
C: We are here to worship Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are here to grow
in our faith as we hear His Word, so that we can better live God’s will in
our lives!
WL: Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
C: Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.
WL: I will extol the Lord at all times; His praise will always be on my lips.
C: Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths.
WL: My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
C: Show me Your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.
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WL: Let us pray to our Savior God.
ALL: Lord God almighty, we ask that You strengthen and defend Your
world-wide Church through the constant power and mercy of Your Word.
Protect and guide our congregation through all trials, because we know
we cannot live safely without Your help; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Confession Hymn

#306

“Before You, God, the Judge of All”

We Confess Our Sins and are Forgiven
WL: Dear friends, sad to say, not all of our worship service is filled with joy. It is
very humiliating to be in the presence of our holy God as we think back to the
many times we have insulted God with our selfish disobedience to His holy
commands. So let us approach our holy God and humbly beg for His attention.
Let us confess our sins to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
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ALL: Gracious Lord, I have sinned against You in so many of my thoughts
which are known only to You and me. So often I have said hurtful words,
and failed to speak and defend others. So often I have been selfish and
insensitive to the needs of others. So often I have been lazy with my
responsibility and privilege to grow in Your Word. So often I have loved
myself more than You. So often I have hesitated and neglected serving
You and the people around me. For the sake of Jesus Christ, my Savior,
forgive my sins, and through the power of the Gospel change my life.
WL: Our heavenly Father does hear and accept our humble confession, and has
been merciful to us. He has sent His Son to redeem us from our sins. He is
faithful to His promises and forgives all those who repent. Therefore I
announce to you the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Through God’s gift of faith, let us now strive
to stop those sins which we just confessed!
ALL: I promise to do this through God’s help. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, give me the power to resist temptations, and strengthen me to
surrender my will to Yours. Dear Lord, help me to walk as a child of Your
light in all that I do at home, at work, and wherever I may be!
We Respond to God’s Grace!

“Glory Be To God”
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(melody of CW #233)

The First Scripture Lesson
I Kings 8:1-5, 22-26, 41-43
Solomon prays to God as he dedicates the temple. He asks that all people, Jew and
Gentile, would praise God who keeps His promises.
1

Then King Solomon summoned into his presence at Jerusalem the elders of Israel,
all the heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families, to bring up the ark of
the LORD’s covenant from Zion, the City of David. 2 All the Israelites came together to
King Solomon at the time of the festival in the month of Ethanim, the seventh month.
3
When all the elders of Israel had arrived, the priests took up the ark, 4 and they
brought up the ark of the LORD and the tent of meeting and all the sacred furnishings in
it. The priests and Levites carried them up, 5 and King Solomon and the entire assembly
of Israel that had gathered about him were before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and
cattle that they could not be recorded or counted.
22

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assembly
of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said:
“LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth
below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue
wholeheartedly in your way. 24 You have kept your promise to your servant David my
father; with your mouth you have promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as
it is today.
25
“Now LORD, the God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the
promises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor to
sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your descendants are careful in all they do
to walk before me faithfully as you have done.’ 26 And now, God of Israel, let your
word that you promised your servant David my father come true.
“As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come
from a distant land because of your name— 42 for they will hear of your great name and
your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when they come and pray toward this
temple, 43 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do whatever the foreigner asks
of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do
your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.
41
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The Psalm

Psalm 66

Let’s sing the Psalm together!

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!*
Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!
Praise our God, O peoples,*
let the sound of his praise be heard.
He has preserved our lives*
and kept our feet from slipping.
REFRAIN
Come and listen, all you who fear God;*
let me tell you what he has done for me.
If I had cherished sin in my heart,*
the Lord would not have listened;
but God has surely listened*
and heard my voice in prayer.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
REFRAIN
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The Second Scripture Lesson
Luke 7:1-10
Jesus heals a Roman centurion's servant, a Gentile, and Jesus is amazed with his faith.
That faith was both humble, yet confident in the strength of its trust in Jesus Christ.
1

When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he
entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was
sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to
him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded
earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our
nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord,
don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is
why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my
servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.
I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
9
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following
him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the
men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.
We Declare Our Christian Faith
I believe the Bible teaches us that there is one God, yet that one God is also three
distinct persons who all work together for the salvation of my soul.
I believe in God the Father almighty, who made the universe and all it contains, and
sustains it with His mighty power. He gave me my life so that I may learn about my
Savior Jesus and be saved for eternity.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His one and only Son, who reconciled lost mankind to the
Father through His perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection.
I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gathers and strengthens sinners into God’s
forgiven family which we call the Church. He creates saving faith in a person’s
heart through the faithful use of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.
Even though I do not understand how three persons are still one God, through faith
I believe this gracious truth, and I thank and praise this gracious triune God!
Hymn

#532

“God Is Here! As We His People”
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The Sermon Meditation

Galatians 1:1-10

GROW IN THE ORGANIC GOSPEL
I. Additives are attractive.
II. Purity is critical.

Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the
Father, who raised him from the dead— 2 and all the brothers and sisters[a] with me,
To the churches in Galatia:
3
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who
gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of
our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
6
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in
the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at
all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other
than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you
accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
10
Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying
to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of
Christ.
Our Thank-Offerings
If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate
located in the back of church. Scanning this QR code works too!
An Offering Prayer

Spoken together

Generous Lord God, the offering we give to You today reminds us of how You provide
our daily bread. You have given us work to provide that daily bread and to give back to
You our first-fruits. Thank You for the variety of gifts and talents You have given to us
all, and lead us to faithfully use them to Your glory. Thank you for prospering us so we
can support your ministries. Amen.
An Offering Hymn

#611

“For the Fruit of His Creation”
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Prayers
The Lord’s Supper
WL: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
WL: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
WL: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is good and right so to do.
WL: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give You
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in His name,
there He is with them to shepherd His flock till He comes again in glory. Therefore
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join
their glorious song:
Holy, Holy, Holy

(CW #474 melody)
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Word of Institution Spoken together!

Matthew 26:26-28

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
May the peace of forgiveness we have through Jesus’ body and blood always be with
us! Amen.
The Distribution
For the distribution, please follow the direction of the usher to file forward single
file. If you’re sitting together as a family unit or couple in the pew, come forward in
that single file, but feel free to join together as that same family unit or couple to
receive the bread and then the wine together.
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The Song of Simeon melody of CW #93

Closing Prayer

(Spoken together)

Heavenly Father, thank You for blessing and strengthening me through Your Gospel in
Word and sacrament. In the days ahead, help me remove the distractions that lead me
away from the strength I’ve received here through Your Word and sacrament, and give
me the opportunities and courage to share this Good News with those around me. In
Jesus’ name I ask for this. Amen.
The Blessing
WL: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
Closing Hymn

#367

“Christ Be My Leader”
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Campaign Witnesses

Pam Handke – Jeff Sperry – John Uecker

Campaign Prayer
Almighty God, we at St. Paul’s give thanks to You for opportunities, past and present,
to worship, study and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.
As we come together to commit ourselves to Your direction for our future, we lift our
hearts in gratitude, O Lord, for all those who helped prepare the way for us – for their
worship, devotion, service and care of this beloved church, school and property.
We pray that Your Holy Spirit will guide us in faith for the future. Trusting in Your love,
help us to move forward with open and willing hearts so that we continue to grow and
serve You to the glory of Your name.

-----------------------------------------

Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leaders: Pastor Paul Hirsch & Seminarian Collin Rixe
Organist: Mrs. Shannon Spreeman
Radio Broadcasters: Glynn Grebe & Lee Grebe
Video Tech: Chad Moyer
Elder: Ron Kraemer
Ushers: Curt Dinkel & Randy Anderson
Power Point: Lisa Lindemann (Sat.), Carter Goeden (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: John Uecker
Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse
Power Point: Weinrichs (Sat.), Micah Brown (Sun.)

St Paul's Weekly Giving to the Lord - General Fund, June 4 & 5, 2022
YTD Need

YTD Offerings

$418,193.26

$379,221.80

YTD Need vs
Offerings
-$38,971.46

13

Last Week
Received
$6,223.50

Weekly Need

Difference

$7,677.14

-$1,453.64

Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 81; Sun. 9:00 AM – 92; Total = 173
Sunday Bible Class – 19; Wednesday Bible Class – 10

Announcements
1) WELS Baseball Outing! On July 31st at 4 pm, Sioux City Explorers are playing the
Chicago Dogs. We are getting together with a group from the different area WELS
churches to go to this game. Tickets will be $10 per person. If you are interested in
going, there is a sign up sheet at the Communication Center in the narthex. If you
have any questions, please contact Lisa Lindemann at 920-663-1892.
2) WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION FOR JULY: Due to a number of circumstances (family
travels & County Fair) things will be a bit different in July. After discussion with the
Elders, in order to allow Pastor Hirsch to attend a couple of family weddings in WI
the first two weekends of July, Seminarian Collin Rixe (son of Pastor Rodney Rixe)
was asked if he’d be comfortable leading the July 2/3 services since both Pastors
Schliewe & Lindke will be occupied that weekend. Collin has been gracious and kind
and is willing to help, calling it good practice for the future!
With that in mind, since July 2/3 is the first Sunday of the month, a normal
Communion Sunday, we’ll be simplifying things for Collin that weekend, and since
the County Fair service is Sunday, July 10, it was decided to offer Communion on
Sundays, July 17 & 31, getting back to the regular schedule in August. That means
we’d be having the Lord’s Supper two weekends in a row, July 30/31 & August 6/7.
2) Our St. Paul’s congregational budget meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June
28, 6:00 PM at church. The plan is to have copies of the budget available well
before the 28th so folks have the opportunity to peruse numbers well before that
Tuesday night…ask questions if needed, but hopefully saving some time on 6/28.
3) Preschool enrollment numbers are already looking up for next school year! Mrs.
Mullen is in need of a helper or teacher's aide in her classroom. Please speak to
Mrs. Mullen or Mr. Markgraf if you are interested or if you know of someone else who
might be!
4) This summer Camp Messiah will be held a bit differently. The dates are Wednesday
(arrival) – Saturday (return), August 3-6, again at Camp Calvin Crest just south of
Fremont. The cost this year will be $89 regular campers (going into 5th-9th graders),
and $79 for junior counselors. We’ll be back to using the A-frame lodging we did our
first year at Calvin Crest. There are two options for registering, the old-fashioned
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hard-copy way with forms found at the Communication Center, or on-line at https://forms.gle/L1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9 .
5) Blood Drive FYI – The regularly scheduled blood-drive here at church on June 27
has been cancelled. The next one scheduled at church will be August 22.
6) 150 YEARS OF GOD’S GRACE St. John’s, Stanton, invites you to celebrate with
us! Sunday, September 19th, 2022 / Worship 10:00 AM / Meal and fellowship to
follow.
7) SOCCER CAMP For the second straight year, we are going to be hosting a Soccer
Camp on our campus. Tuesday-Thursday, July 19th-21st, from 9:30-11:30, ANY kids
ages preschool-incoming 6th graders are invited to join us to grow in their soccer
skills! The sign-up form can be found on our Facebook page or our website. Some
help will be needed with coaching and serving snacks/lunch to the kiddos. If you're
willing/able to help out, please speak with Aaron Markgraf.
8) Over the next couple of weeks, some drastic changes will be made to the south
hallway of our school. Some of those changes include painting the bathroom and
hallway walls. If you would be able to help at all with painting, please contact Scott
Uecker, Gary Jackson, or Aaron Markgraf. Schedules can be flexible.
9) EPIC (SP’s youth group) Shoe Drive! This summer EPIC is doing a Shoe Drive
Fundraiser. We are working with a company called Fund2Org who will pay us to
collect gently used and new shoes. The Shoe Drive will run from July 17-September
17th. Our goal is to fill 100 bags or more with shoes. Any shoes without tears or
holes are acceptable including flip flops and cleats. Please no ski boots or skates.
Money that we make collecting shoes will go primarily towards helping EPIC attend
the next Youth Rally, but a percentage of the money will also go towards the
building project! Please spend some time before July looking through closets and
asking friends and family to help donate some shoes! Any questions, contact Lisa
Lindemann at 920-663-1892.
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 6/19 = Father’s Day!
Worship Service with Holy Communion, 9:00 AM
Fellowship, 10:15 AM
Monday, 6/20 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM
Tuesday, 6/21 = Executive Council, 6:00 PM
Men’s Softball Game, 8:30 PM (Field 2 – Sacred Heart Black)
Men’s Softball Game, 9:30 PM (Field 2 – Our Savior)
Wednesday, 6/22 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Saturday, 6/25 = Worship Service, 6:30 PM
Organist: Mrs. Karen Pufahl
Sunday, 6/26 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM

Church Cleaning Teams:
June 19 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger,
Rick & Diane Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman)
June 26 & July 3 – Team 6 (Kristin Bauer, Linda Jensen, Kelly Meysenburg,
Daniel & Karen Pufahl, Barb Reeves, Carol Wachter, Veryle Winter)

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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