Saturday & Sunday, August 27 & 28, 2022
The 12th Sunday after Pentecost

St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church
1100 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebraska
Office & Website:
(402)371-1233 www.stpls.com

We welcome all worshiping God in this service!
We’re so happy that you’re joining us for worship today! If you need any help,
please don’t hesitate asking one of the ushers. Restrooms are located in the
narthex, across from the car-port entrance on the west side of the church. A
cry/changing room with a live-stream is also available in that same area..

St. Paul’s is a member of the WELS…the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
Just what is that?!?!
Wisconsin – In 1849, a group of Christians first joined together for like-minded Gospel
ministry in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin area. Today, although our name only says
“Wisconsin,” WELS congregations exist in all fifty states and in more than 25 countries.
Evangelical – This word simply means “good news.” The “Good News” of God’s love
through Jesus is the heart of our faith and teaching.
Lutheran – In 16th century Europe, the church had strayed away from the Scriptures,
and was teaching that a person is saved by his/her good works. A man named Martin
Luther worked to return to the basic Biblical truths that a person is saved by grace
alone, through faith alone, which comes by Scripture alone. Our congregation
continues to build on these three Biblical truths.
Synod – This word means “walking together.” For over 150 years, St. Paul’s has been
blessed as part of a church body, a synod, which consists of over 1,200 congregations,
“walking together” in the same faith and the same ministry of sharing the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

GOD’S WORD FOR TODAY…WAIT PATIENTLY ON THE LORD!
Nobody likes to wait. We want to see the doctor now! We want to see our car fixed now!
Promises aren’t worth much, especially if we have to wait! That’s what can make a
Christian’s life challenging because we’re often asked, told by God to wait! In the end
we will not be disappointed, because He always keeps His promises. Just wait patiently!!
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Opening Hymn

#249

“God of Mercy, God of Grace”

Worship Dialogue
Pastor: We begin our worship in the name of our triune God.
C: We begin in the name of God the Father who created and preserves my life, in
the name of God the Son who has redeemed me from my sins, and in the
name of God the Holy Spirit who creates and strengthens my faith.
P: O Lord, open my lips,
C: So that I share Your praise and glory with those around me.
P: Give glory to God, who loves us with an everlasting love.
C: Let us worship Him through the words we speak and the songs we sing!
P: Give glory to God, who gives salvation through His Son!
C: Let us worship our Savior throughout the week as we live our lives at work
and at home. May the light of salvation shine through us in all we say and
do, as we live and work with the people around us!
P: We are gathered to worship the God who made us and who loves us, the God who
forgives us through Jesus, and who feeds our faith through the Gospel.
C: We are here to worship Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are here to grow in
our faith as we hear His Word, so that we can better live God’s will in our
lives!
P: Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
C: Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.
P: I will extol the Lord at all times; His praise will always be on my lips.
C: Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths.
P: My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
C: Show me Your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.
P: Let us pray to our Savior God.
C: Lord God almighty, we ask that You strengthen and defend Your world-wide
Church through the constant power and mercy of Your Word. Protect and
guide our congregation through all trials, because we know we cannot live
safely without Your help; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Confession Hymn

#306

“Before You, God, the Judge of All”

We Confess Our Sins and are Forgiven
P: Dear friends, sad to say, not all of our worship service is filled with joy. It is very
humiliating to be in the presence of our holy God as we think back to the many
times we have insulted God with our selfish disobedience to His holy commands.
So let us approach our holy God and humbly beg for His attention. Let us confess
our sins to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
ALL: Gracious Lord, I have sinned against You in so many of my thoughts
which are known only to You and me. So often I have said hurtful words, and
failed to speak and defend others. So often I have been selfish and
insensitive to the needs of others. So often I have been lazy with my
responsibility and privilege to grow in Your Word. So often I have loved
myself more than You. So often I have hesitated and neglected serving You
and the people around me. For the sake of Jesus Christ, my Savior, forgive
my sins, and through the power of the Gospel change my life.
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P: Our heavenly Father does hear and accept our humble confession, and has been
merciful to us. He has sent His Son to redeem us from our sins. He is faithful to
His promises and forgives all those who repent. Therefore I announce to you the
forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Through God’s gift of faith, let us now strive to stop those sins which
we just confessed!
ALL: I promise to do this through God’s help. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
give me the power to resist temptations, and strengthen me to surrender my
will to Yours. Dear Lord, help me to walk as a child of Your light in all that I
do at home, at work, and wherever I may be!
We Respond to God’s Grace!

“Glory Be To God”

(melody of CW #233)

The First Scripture Lesson
Genesis 15:1-6
Even though humanly speaking it was impossible, Abraham trusts God’s promise that
one day his descendants would be as many as the stars in the sky!
1

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward.”
2
But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain
childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram
said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”
5

Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son
who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said,
“Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to
him, “So shall your offspring[d] be.”
6
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.
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A Psalm

Psalm 27

Let’s sing the Psalm responsively!

P: Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;*
C: be merciful to me and answer me.
P: Do not hide your face from me,*
C: do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my helper.
P: Do not reject me or forsake me,*
C: O God my Savior.
REFRAIN
P: Though my father and mother forsake me,*
C: the LORD will receive me.
P: I am still confident of this:*
C: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.
P: Wait for the LORD;*
C: be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
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ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
REFRAIN
The Second Scripture Lesson
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Faith grips on to that which we do not see, and that faith raises our sights above this
sinful life to life eternal in heaven as our true home.
1

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not
see. This is what the ancients were commended for.
3
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
2

8

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he
lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled
to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And
so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the
stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.
13
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive
the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting
that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show
that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the
country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were
longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
We Declare Our Christian Faith
I believe the Bible teaches us that there is one God, yet that one God is also three
distinct persons who all work together for the salvation of my soul.
I believe in God the Father almighty, who made the universe and all it contains, and
sustains it with His mighty power. He gave me my life so that I may learn about my
Savior Jesus and be saved for eternity.
7

I believe in Jesus Christ, His one and only Son, who reconciled lost mankind to the
Father through His perfect life, sacrificial death, and glorious resurrection.
I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who gathers and strengthens sinners into God’s
forgiven family which we call the Church. He creates saving faith in a person’s heart
through the faithful use of the Gospel in Word and Sacrament.
Even though I do not understand how three persons are still one God, through faith I
believe this gracious truth, and I thank and praise this gracious triune God!
Hymn

“Fight the Good Fight”

#457

The Sermon

Luke 12:32-34
HAVE NO FEAR!

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
32

Our Thank-Offerings
If you haven’t already, please place your thank-offering in the plate
located in the back of church. Scanning this QR code works too!
An Offering Prayer

Spoken together

Lord Jesus Christ, thank You that you have plans for me that are for my good and Your
glory. You said, “Give, and it will be given to you; for in the same measure as you give,
it will be given to you again.” We give to You today as a response to Your goodness to
us. We ask that You receive our offerings and continue to supply all our needs. May
Your peace be in our hearts, Your grace be in our words, Your love be in our hands
and Your joy be in our souls. In your mighty name we pray. Amen.
An Offering Hymn

#611, vs 1

“For the Fruit of His Creation”

For the fruit of his creation, Thanks be to God.
For his gifts to ev’ry nation, Thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping,
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, Thanks be to God.
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Our Responsive Prayer
P: Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me, for in You my soul takes refuge.
C: I will take refuge in the shadow of Your wings until the disaster has passed.
P: Rescue me from my enemies, O Lord,
C: for I hide myself in You.
P: Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God;
C: May Your good Spirit lead me on level ground.
P: For Your name’s sake, O Lord, preserve my life;
C: In Your righteousness, bring me out of trouble.
P: In Your unfailing love, silence my enemies;
C: Destroy all my foes, for I am Your servant.

Let us pray for our nation.

P: Almighty God, You have given us this good land as our heritage. Grant that we
remember Your generosity and constantly do Your will. Bless our land with honest
industry, truthful education, and an honorable way of life. Save us from violence,
discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, and from every evil course of
action. Make us a united people, who come from many different nations and races.
Defend our liberties, and give those whom we have entrusted with the authority of
government the spirit of wisdom that there may be justice and peace in our land.
When times are prosperous, let our hearts be thankful; and in troubled times do not
let our trust in You fail; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
ALL: We ask for these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us pray for those who are suffering, for the families and friends of
those who are struggling through the trials and hardships of this life.
P: Almighty and everlasting God, graciously hear our prayers on behalf of those who
have been killed and injured due to natural disasters, and tragedies caused by
sinful decisions. Through the power of Your Word, give comfort and peace to the
families of those who mourn. Even in the middle of human sadness and
devastation, provide opportunities to us and Christians everywhere, to speak the
comforting message of Your abiding presence and the certain hope of everlasting
life for all who die in the faith; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
ALL: We ask for these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us pray for the police officers, fire-fighters, and rescue workers, the
medical personnel and all others who care for those in need.
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P: O Lord God, You have called men and women to various professions through which
they care for the needs of others. We beg You to watch over and protect all who
are working to care for those needing help: the police and other law enforcement
officials, firefighters, first responders, doctors, nurses, and all other aid workers.
Defend them from all dangers, and give them courage and endurance to perform
their tasks to the best of their abilities.
ALL: We ask for these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us pray for national leaders throughout the world, that God would
grant them wisdom and patience.
P: Eternal Lord, Ruler of all, graciously remember those who have been set in
positions of authority, that they may be guided by Your wisdom and direction, so
that we may be governed quietly and peacefully. Give wisdom to our President and
Vice President, to the members of Congress, to our leaders in state and local
governments, and to all others in positions of authority.
ALL: We ask for these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us pray for our military personnel.
P: O Lord God of hosts, send and use Your almighty arm to strengthen and protect
those who serve in the armed forces of our country. Support them in times of war,
and in times of peace keep them from all evil. Give them courage and loyalty, and
grant that they may serve faithfully in all situations.
ALL: We ask for these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us pray for our enemies.
P: O almighty, everlasting God, through Your only Son, our blessed Lord who prayed
for His enemies while hanging on the cross, You command us to love our enemies,
to do good to those who hate us, and to pray for those who persecute us.
Therefore we beg You to lead our enemies to true repentance through Your Word,
that they may have the same love toward their neighbors as You showed to all
mankind!
ALL: We ask for these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Let us pray for peace in our nation and world.
P: Heavenly Father, God of peace and harmony, You would have Your children on
earth live together in peace and quietness. We implore You to frustrate the plans
of all evil men who would stir up violence and strife; spoil the weapons of those who
delight in war and bloodshed; and according to Your will, end all wars in the world.
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Teach us to examine our own hearts so that we may realize our own natural
depravity and inclination toward envy and hatred. Help us by Your Word and Spirit
to crucify our flesh and to root out the evil that would lead to strife and discord, so
that to the best of our ability, we may be at peace with all people. Above all, we
ask You to fill our hearts with zeal for Your church and the proclamation of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ which alone can give to any sinner that peace which is far
beyond understanding, and which can make them love peace and harmony. Help
us to always remember the Word of our Savior: “Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of God.”
ALL: Hear us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has also taught us to
pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
Closing Hymn

#588, vss 5-7

“Abide with Me”

WELS Connection

----------------------------------------

Times to Formally Gather Around the Gospel:
Saturday: 6:30 PM Worship Service
Sunday:
9:00 AM Worship Service & 10:15 AM Bible Class
Monday:
6:30 PM Sisters in Faith (women’s Bible group at church)
Wednesday: 10:00 AM Bible Class (in church basement)
The Sunday service is broadcast live every week on KNEN, 94.7 FM,
and livestreamed via our website – stpls.com.
These Sunday service video recordings are also archived on Youtube.
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Paul Hirsch
Organist: Mrs. Alicia Moyer
Radio Broadcasters: Walt Tinius & Tammy Mancini
Video Tech: Chad Moyer
Elder: John Uecker
Ushers: Leon Sweigard & Zach Kruse
Power Point: Weinrichs (Sat.), Josephine Moyer (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: Gary Bretschneider
Ushers: Gary Johnson & Don Lau
Power Point: Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Hallie Spreeman (Sun.)

Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance: Sat. 6:30 PM – 58; Sun. 9:00 AM – 121; Total = 179
Sunday Bible Class – NA
Wednesday Bible Class – 14

Announcements
1) For the next few Thursdays (6:30-7:30 PM) pictures andf stories will be shared in the
church basement from Pastor Hirsch’s trip to the Holy Land back in 2009. Any
and all are invited to attend this “show” which offers practical insight to some Bible
stories and current events from the land in which our Savior lived and served.
2) This month of August is the beginning of our building campaign’s three-year
pledge payment period. Whether you’re gifting monthly, quarterly or annually,
please write your check made out to “St. Paul’s Church”…attention “building fund.” If
you want, put your pledge in your own envelope labeled for the “building fund” and
place it in the “Campaign Pledge” box at the Communication Center. Extra empty
campaign envelopes are also available at the Communication Center if you’d like.
3) The 9th Annual Norfolk Area WELS Golf Classic is Sunday, September 25 at
Fairplay Golf Course in Norfolk, with a shot-gun start at 1:00 PM. We’re looking for
hole sponsorships of any amount, prize donations for golfers, and teams of golfers.
Questions or donations can be brought to your pastor, principal, or Joanna Smith
- jsmith@trinityinhoskins.com or 507-272-3841.
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4) Help at School Still Needed! School started up this past Wednesday and we could
still use some hot lunch volunteers. We need at least 3 for each day of the week.
There are sign-ups in the communication center if you're willing. Speak with Aaron
Markgraf if you have any questions!
5) PUBLIC-SCHOOL CONFIRMATION (7th & 8th Graders) will be starting up on
Wednesday, September 7, the Wednesday after Labor Day. We have been starting
at 2:15 PM since they have had early release on Wednesdays. Contact Pastor
Hirsch if any questions.
6) Thoughts and plans are being made to reboot our Sunday School efforts. The idea
right now is to try a different format by offering a different, shorter format on the 3 rd
Sunday of the month to coincide with the Fellowship Sunday after church. The
thinking is for the kids to leave church a bit early, get an earlier start on whatever
they’re doing, have parents hang around visiting at church ‘til 10:30ish. Sarah
Nelson is leading this charge right now, but we could use extra volunteer helpers for
crafts etc. Again, this is just once a month for now, hopefully morphing into
something more as time goes by. If you’re interested in more info or have questions,
please talk to Sarah (402.992.5251).
7) The Fall LWMS Rally is Saturday, September 24th at Good Shepherd in Omaha.
Registration starts at 8:30 AM. We will conclude with lunch around 12:30 PM. Dan
Laitinen will be our guest speaker. He will be presenting on the TELL Network
(Think, Evaluate, Learn, and Lead). It is a digital outreach effort to bring the gospel to
English speakers around the world. The TELL Network has 1.2 million followers and
likes on its main Facebook page and there are 7,000 active users worldwide working
on self-led Bible lessons on the TELL app and website.
8) Pack Away Hunger - We have reserved 3 tables for Saturday, October 1st at 12 pm.
Between those who have signed up and EPIC, we should have a good group going.
If you are not able to attend, they are asking for donations to help cover the cost of
shipping. There is a donation box by the Communication Center, or you can contact
Lisa Lindemann at 920-663-1892.
9) Ladies Aid will meet this Thursday, Sept. 1, at 1:30 PM for their monthly meeting. Roll
Call will be answered to “How many jobs have you had?” Suggestions for shut-in gifts
will be discussed. Hostess & Entertainment will be Carole Kopietz. All ladies of the
congregation are invited to attend.
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10) Adult Choir season is starting up again! Ever thought of joining our choir? This
is the year to begin! Have you been with us in the past? You're welcome back! We
sing a mix of contemporary and traditional music about once a month and a bit more
often around Christmas and Lent. Can't make it to all practices or singing dates? No
problem! We are happy to take people seasonally. We will hold our first practice of
the season on WEDNESDAY, August 31st. We will meet in the church balcony
at 7:00pm each Wednesday night. The only experience needed is that you can sing
a tune and have Jesus in your heart! Come and give it a try! Any questions? Please
contact Mr. Brown. Psalm 95:1 Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a
joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
11) Pioneer Day/Night Saturday, September 3 (Labor Day weekend) is our second
edition of these two events…vendors and concessions for Pioneer Day (9:00 AM –
2:00 PM) in the gym and east green-space, and then the Pioneer Night (6:00-10:00
PM) which is a time for fellowship, rubbing elbows with neighbors, food &
beverages. The Husker VB match against Ole Miss will be shown on a big screen
somewhere depending on weather conditions. More volunteer help is needed…
cooking, serving etc. Talk to Mr. Markgraf or Gary Jackson if you can help or
have questions. Last year this was just a good informal time to visit with folks
from the community and our St. Paul’s neighbors! Please join in the fun!!
12) Box Tops for Education: Our school recently received a check for nearly $80 from
this program. There are a number of products that qualify such as General Mills
cereals, Nature Valley granola bars, Betty Crocker fruit snacks, Old El Paso shells
and dinner kits, Annie's cookies/cereals/snacks, Kleenex, etc. There is no more
clipping of labels on products; it is now an app where you scan in your receipt and
the money goes directly to an account for our school. Thank you for participating!
13) Fall house cleaning will soon be here. Time to clean out the cupboards of unused
kitchen items. Would you be willing to donate them to sell as a fund raiser for the
school addition? For more information call Carol Wachter at (402)371-4536. Leave
a message, your name and phone number and she will call you back.
14) Pastor Hirsch has recently received a call to serve as pastor at Faith Lutheran
Church in River Falls, WI. Faith has about 180 souls and a pre-school. River Falls
is located about 30 miles east of the Twin Cities. Please feel free to share all your
honest thoughts with him. Your prayers would also be appreciated.

14

Campaign Pledge Update
Total through August 18
Total as of August 25
Total “cash” on hand

=
=
=

$1,402,708
$1,410,108
$442,162

For lack of a better tile, the name of the continuing campaign leadership committee is
the “Moving Forward Committee.” This group has met twice, initially on July 25 and
just this last week Monday, August 22. The plan is to have regular financial updates as
well as plans and direction from this Moving Forward Committee. This is the first
summary of these meetings. The next meeting is scheduled for September 19.
1) The committee is made up of Jim Herbolsheimer, Rick Meysenberg, John Uecker,
Scott Uecker, Kristen Paul (who is continuing as our campaign assistant), Principal
Aaron Markgraf and Pastor Paul Hirsch.
2) This committee is trying to meet bi-weekly.
3) Communication is ongoing with BC Builders and their architect.
4) Plans are being made to contact alumni from our school for their support.
5) Plans are being made to contact local corporations and businesses for their support.
6) Working on a system to recognize the generosity of so many members as well as
non-member and businesses.
7) Working on a continuing social media/PR presence.
8) Looking to open a separate bank account for holding and distributing campaign
funds.
9) Working on applying for grants.
10) In order to maintain good order and consistency, this committee asks that if
anyone has this or that fund-raising idea, to please present that idea first to the
committee before getting started. We feel it wise to be aware as much as
possible that the right and left hands are coordinated and working together.
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 8/28 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Monday, 8/29 = Sisters in Faith, 6:30 PM
Wednesday, 8/31 = Worship Service Broadcast on Local Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Thursday, 9/1 = Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM
Israel Presentation, 6:30 PM (church basement)
Saturday, 9/3 = Pioneer Day / Night
Worship Service with Holy Communion, 6:30 PM
Organist: Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer
Sunday, 9/4 = Worship Service with Holy Communion, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Monday, 9/5 = Labor Day!

Church Cleaning Teams:
Aug. 28 – Team 4 (Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec, John & Jan Schlomer,
Debbie Webb, JoAnn Winter)
Sept. 4 & Sept. 11 – Team 5 (Gary & Sue Bretschneider, Joan Ellenberger,
Rick & Diane Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman)

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

Jeanette Leuthold, Secretary
School Office: (402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Website: www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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