Monday, November 14, 2022

Donations: Our ministry is sponsoring a Toys for Tots drive and a food drive. If you’d like to donate to either
of those, please bring your donations to the school office.
Basketball: Our basketball season begins today! Here is the practice schedule for the beginning of the
season:
Monday – Girls: 3:30-5:00; Boys: 5:00-6:30
Tuesday – Boys: 3:30-5:00; Girls: 5:00-6:30
Thursday – Girls: 3:30-5:00; Boys: 5:00-6:30
Please plan on attending one of the informational meetings. You may attend one of two – before the first
practice or in-between practices.
Uniforms: Please return any volleyball or soccer uniforms to Mr. Markgraf ASAP!
Photos: If you have any photos from the soccer tournament, the volleyball tournament, or other schoolrelated events from this school year, please send them to Mr. Markgraf! Text and email are both fine. That
invitation stands throughout the school year. We love to add as many photos as we can to our online album.
Christmas Events: Looking forward a bit…
- Grandparents Day & Christmas Song Night: These will be on the same day. Grandparents will be
invited sometime in the afternoon to visit classrooms and enjoy a treat. They will also be invited to
our “dress rehearsal” performance of Christmas Song Night. Christmas Song Night will be at 6:30
that evening.
- Raisin’ Canes Fundraiser: More info to come on this in the next few weeks. Essentially, we get 15%
of their profits for anyone that says they’re with St. Paul’s on a certain evening. There will be some
incentives/prizes/etc.
- Christmas Program: Different than any other year in the past! There will be an afternoon service at
2:00 in the afternoon and an evening service at 6:30. We will have a half day of school the
following day before Christmas break.

Upcoming Events:
- Wednesday, Nov. 23rd – Thanksgiving Break begins
- Thursday, Dec. 8th – Grandparents Day & Christmas Song Night
- Tuesday, Dec. 13th – Raisin’ Cane’s Fundraiser
- Wednesday, Dec. 21st – Children’s Christmas Program
- Thursday, Dec. 22nd – Last day of school before Christmas break

Rejoice in Your Defeat
Read Luke 6:20-23
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Have you ever been a team captain and gotten to choose your teammates? Whom did you pick? If you were
picking a basketball team, did you want the slowest players? Did you want the worst shooters? Did you
choose the people who will help you lose the game? Or what about on a review day in school? Which side did
you want to be on? Did you want to be teamed up with your classmates who never pay attention? Or with the
ones who are really quiet and never answer questions? Did you want to be on the side that never wins?
Probably not. You want to be with the best. You choose the people who are going to help you win. You want
to win. Even if you yourself are not the best player on the team or the smartest person in your class, you want
to be on the side that wins.
In our Bible lesson today, Jesus tells us that the life of a Christian may sometimes feel like being on the losing
side. Jesus upset people with his teaching. Many responded with hate, angry looks, and cutting comments.
Followers of Jesus can expect to be treated the same way. It can be embarrassing. It can be painful. It can be
sad. It can be really hard.
In those times when being a Christian feels like being on the losing team, Jesus says to rejoice. Rejoice in your
defeat. How can Jesus say that? How can you believe it? Remember, being a Christian means that you know
you are a sinner. You cannot do anything to earn heaven. Heaven is a gift that God has given you. Because
Jesus gave up everything for us, we gain everything.
So when you suffer because of him, it puts the focus where it belongs: on Jesus. He takes all of the
embarrassment, all of the pain, and all of the sadness that you and I feel and brings it to the cross. And at the

cross, Jesus earned for you a life without pain or embarrassment or sadness. Rejoice in your defeat. It puts the
focus where it belongs: on his victory for you.
Closing Prayer:
Dear Jesus, keep my eyes fixed always on your victory for me on the cross and at the empty tomb. Amen.

✟

Mr. Brown

7-8 Religion: We have finished our Bible Study Skills unit! This week, we’re moving into a study of the Psalms.
7-8 Science: Our focus for the next few weeks will be on the debate between creation and evolution. Our
objective for this unit is to be able to defend our faith in the creator God in the face of evolution.
3-8 P.E.: Still handball!
Each year, the 7th-8th grade class spray paints some hay bales that are brought to us by John Uecker, a church
member, for Trunk or Treat. He always takes them back to his farm and puts them on display on Old Hadar
Rd, and many people have stopped and told him how much they appreciate those messages painted on the
hay bales. Since we didn’t have Trunk or Treat this year, John would like some kids to come out to his house

and paint a message on the bales. I’m hoping to take some kids out to the farm to do that sometime before
Thanksgiving. Please watch for more info on that.
God bless your week!
Mr. Aaron Markgraf
amarkgraf@stpls.com
(920)248-2223

