Festival of Ascension
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Norfolk, NE
Saturday & Sunday, May 28 & 29, 2022
We usually don’t celebrate when a good friend or loved one leaves
town after a visit. We usually want that person to stay at least a
while longer. Forty days prior, Jesus rose from the grave on Easter
Sunday, His Resurrection. God’s plan of salvation, laid out since
the Garden of Eden, has been completed. Jesus’ Ascension into
heaven, after His resurrection, is His return to His complete, divine
glory as the Son of God, and is a continual reminder for us of His
power and authority…sitting at the right hand of God the Father
almighty! In this service we celebrate Jesus’ return to heaven.
Opening Dialogue
P: Lord Jesus, on that day of Your ascension, You withdrew
Yourself from the physical presence of Your disciples.
C: On that day You also promised to be with all of Your
disciples to the end of the world.
P: We raise our thanks and praise to You, who fills and rules all
things.
C: In Your power and majesty, may Your presence and love
fill and enrich our lives each and every day!
P: Through the Holy Spirit, make Your presence known among
us by the power of Your holy Word and Supper.
C: Use that Word and sacrament as the means by which
faith is created and strengthened while there is still the
opportunity.
P: Fill our hearts with the desire for that heavenly home to which
You have gone to prepare a place for us.
C: Give us the enthusiasm and readiness for that day when
You will return to take us into Your heavenly mansions.
Hymn

#169

"Alleluia! Sing to Jesus"
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Confession & Absolution of Sins

Please stand!

P: Even though Jesus has ascended to His heavenly throne, we
are in the presence of the true and living God, who is always
willing to forgive. Let us come to Him in repentance and faith,
acknowledge our sinfulness, and be assured that He receives
us in mercy.
ALL: Holy God, our Maker and Judge, we confess that we
are sinful. Every day we turn away from Your will; we do
not love You and each other as You command. We have
disobeyed You and deserve to be punished eternally.
But we are truly sorry for our sins, and trusting in Jesus,
we pray - have mercy on us and forgive us.
P: God, our merciful Father, sent His Son, Jesus, to pay the
price for our sins. We are forgiven! Now may God strengthen
us to love Him and to live according to His will.
ALL: Amen! We thank and praise our ascended Lord for
this peace and pardon. Amen! Dear Lord, strengthen us
to live, not for our own selfish glory, but only for Yours.
Amen!
ALL SING!

Gloria Patri (CW # 233)

All glory be to God on high!
Your name, O Lord, we glorify;
We praise you for your peace and grace,
Your favor toward our fallen race.
Our grateful thanks to you we bring,
For your great glory, heav’nly King,
For all, O Father, you have done
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son.
O Lamb of God, to you we pray.
You take all human sin away.
Have mercy, Lord; receive our prayer;
From God’s right hand, your mercy share.
You, Christ, are holy—Lord alone;
The Father’s glory you made known.
We by your Spirit sing again:
“All glory be to God!” Amen.
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The First Scripture Lesson Ephesians 1:16-23
The ascended Savior rules over everything for the benefit of the
Church and the spreading of the Gospel.
16

I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you
in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom
and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his
glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great
power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his
mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion,
and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his
feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,
23
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in
every way.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: We give thanks to God for His Truth of salvation.
The Psalm

Psalm 47

We'll sing the Psalm responsively between Pastor Hirsch
and the congregation.
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P: Clap your hands, all you nations;*
C: shout to God with cries of joy.
P: How awesome is the LORD Most High,*
C: the great King over all the earth!
P: God reigns over the nations;*
C: God is seated on his holy throne.
REFRAIN
P: God has ascended amid shouts of joy,*
C: the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.
P: Sing praises to God, sing praises;*
C: sing praises to our King, sing praises.
P: For God is the King of all the earth;*
C: sing to him a psalm of praise.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
REFRAIN
The Second Scripture Lesson
Luke 24:44-53
Luke gives his account of Jesus’ ascension.

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in
the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the
Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are
witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.”
50
When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he
lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing
44
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them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And
they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: We give thanks to God for His Truth of salvation.
Hymn

#171, vss 1-3

Meditation

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”

Acts 1:1-11
HEADS UP!!

1

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus
began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to
heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself
to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive.
He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about
the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
6
So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"
7
He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth."
9
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes,
and a cloud hid him from their sight.
10
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going,
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11
"Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into
the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go
into heaven."
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We Offer our Gifts to God
If you haven’t already, please place your
thank-offering in the plate located in the back
of church. Scanning this QR code works too.
Thanks for your generous gifts! God blesses
a cheerful giver!
Malachi 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty,
"and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour
out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.
#171, vss 4-6

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”

“You see him now, ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.”
Alleluia! Alleluia!
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see
Returning in great majesty.”
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Then, throned with you forever, we
Shall praise your name eternally.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to you let earth accord.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Prayer of the Church
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, You are exalted far above all power and
authority any where here on this earth or throughout the
universe!
C: Please accept our thanks and praise.
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P: We know that our praise cannot exalt You any higher than
the position You already have at the “right hand” of God the
Father,
C: Yet we know You delight in and accept the praise of all
Your faithful children.
P: Accept our thanks for giving us the privilege of being part of
Your body, the Church.
C: We are grateful for the many appearances You made
after Your resurrection, proving that You had physically
risen from the grave.
P: We also thank You for gathering so many faithful followers to
witness Your ascension that day just outside Jerusalem.
C: Use Your ascension as a reminder for our congregation
here in Norfolk to faithfully follow and proclaim You in
our community.
P: As the ascended Head of the Church, You are aware of the
many problems and challenges confronting our families, our
congregations, and our Synod.
C: We do not ask that our work be made easier, but for the
patience and faithfulness to make decisions that give
glory to Your name, and that promote the Gospel in our
communities.
P: We bring our Campaign Prayer before Your ascended throne,
knowing that You hear and answer all our prayers in Your
perfect wisdom.
ALL: Almighty God, we at St. Paul’s give thanks to You for
opportunities, past and present, to worship, study and
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.
As we come together to commit ourselves to Your
direction for our future, we lift our hearts in gratitude, O
Lord, for all those who helped prepare the way for us –
for their worship, devotion, service and care of this
beloved church, school and property.
We pray that Your Holy Spirit will guide us in faith for the
future. Trusting in Your love, help us to move forward
with open and willing hearts so that we continue to grow
and serve You to the glory of Your name.
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P: When at last we have fulfilled Your purpose in our lives,
ALL: Take us to Your ascension throne, where we may
share your glory forevermore…Our Father, who art in
heaven….
The Blessing
Closing Hymn

#173

“On Christ's Ascension I Now Build”

----------------------------A Humble , Gentle Reminder!
Please keep in mind how our congregation’s budgeted General
Fund is different and separate from any funds gathered for our
capital campaign building project. As you’re carefully
determining your thank-offering to the Lord, please remember
that the General Fund pays day to day bills and is absolutely
essential for our daily operation, and that any funds given
toward the campaign need to be above and beyond what is
needed for the General Fund.
It’s been stated accurately in a previous meeting that if a person
is donating to the campaign at the expense of the General Fund,
please continue to give your regular amount to the General
Fund. It can be easy to think that offerings toward a new school
is more fun and exciting, but just as important, if not more, is
staying current with regular budget. May God bless our
generous giving!!

Worshipping the Lord
Last Week’s Attendance:
Sat. 6:30 PM – 50; Sun. 9:00 AM – 96; Total = 146
Sunday Bible Class – NA; Wednesday Bible Class – 9
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Serving In the Lord’s House Today
Worship Leader: Pastor Paul Hirsch
Organist: Mrs. Diane Herbolsheimer
Radio Broadcasters: Ron Kraemer
Video Tech: Lisa Lindemann
Elder: Gary Bretschneider
Ushers:
Power Point: Weinrichs (Sat.), Katrina Moyer (Sun.)
SERVING NEXT WEEK
Elder: Gary Tiedgen
Ushers: Gary Johnson & Don Lau
Power Point: Jett Leuthold (Sat.), Anna Hockabout (Sun.)

Announcements
1) There are new Meditations & Forwards available at the
Communication Center.
2) Preschool enrollment numbers are already looking up for next
school year! Mrs. Mullen is in need of a helper or teacher's
aide in her classroom. Please speak to Mrs. Mullen or Mr.
Markgraf if you are interested or if you know of someone else
who might be!
3) This summer Camp Messiah will be held a bit differently. The
dates are Wednesday (arrival) – Saturday (return), August 3-6,
again at Camp Calvin Crest just south of Fremont. The cost
this year will be $89 regular campers (going into 5th-9th
graders), and $79 for junior counselors. We’ll be back to using
the A-frame lodging we did our first year at Calvin Crest.
There are two options for registering, the old-fashioned hardcopy way with forms found at the Communication Center, or
on-line at - https://forms.gle/L1fmAfb9H8TyjgGe9 .
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4) Blood Drive FYI – The regularly scheduled blood-drive here at
church on June 27 has been cancelled. The next one
scheduled at church will be August 22.
5) VBS at Trinity, Hoskins: June 13-16 9:00 - 11:30 AM We
have classes for 3 year olds who are potty-trained to children
who are entering 6th grade.

OUR WEEKLY THANK-OFFERING – GENERAL FUND, MAY 21,22
Yearly Needed: $435,741
YTD Needed: $392,781
YTD Offerings: $363,228
YTD Need vs Offerings: -$29,554
Received Last Week: $13,124
Weekly Need: $10,058
Difference: $3,067

World Missionary Conference 2022
From April 19-23,
41 world
missionaries,
board members,
and other
supporters of
World Missions
gathered at
Camp Shiloh in Pittsburg, Tex., for a world missionary conference.
This conference allows for much-needed fellowship and
encouragement, and it also provides a forum to share best
practices and valuable professional growth opportunities. Each
field presented on the gospel outreach occurring in their corner of
the world, and selected speakers presented on topics like
leveraging technology for lasting gospel relationships and how to
be spiritually, emotionally, and physically resilient missionaries.
Learn more about World Missions and the 62 countries where
missionaries are conducting/exploring outreach
at wels.net/missions.
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FUNCTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday, 5/29 = Worship Service, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM
Monday, 5/30 = Memorial Day!
Tuesday, 5/31 = Men’s Softball, 8:30 PM (Field 2 – Sacred Heart Black)
Men’s Softball, 9:30 PM (Field 2 – Sacred Heart
Orange)

Wednesday, 6/1 = Worship Service on Cable 12, 9:00 AM
Bible Class (Schliewe), 10:00 AM
Thursday, 6/2 = Ladies Aid, 1:30 PM
Saturday, 6/4 = Worship Service with Communion, 6:30 PM
Organist: Mrs. Alisha Moyer
Sunday, 6/5 = Worship Service with Holy Communion, 9:00 AM
Coffee / Bible Study, 10:15 AM

Church Cleaning Teams:
May 29 & June 5 – Team 4: Pat Jamison, Leonard Janovec,
John & Jan Schlomer, Debbie Webb, JoAnn Winter
June 12 & June 19 – Team 5: Gary & Sue Bretschneider,
Joan Ellenberger, Rick & Diane Ellenberger, Shannon Spreeman

St. Paul’s Contact Information
Pastor Paul Hirsch
(402) 649-9268
pahirschki@gmail.com

School & Church Office:
(402) 371-1233
stpls.office@gmail.com

Principal Aaron Markgraf
(920) 248-2223
amarkgraf@stpls.com

St. Paul’s Website:
www.stpls.com
WELS Website: www.wels.net
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